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STORY I. 


S: HERE is nothing, in reality, 
where people are ſo very wro 
as in 'the education of children, thou 
there is nothing in which they ou 

to be more abſolutely certain of 
ing right: If we ſeriouſly refle& upon 
the cuſtomary method in which chil- 
dren are brought up, we muſt almoſt 
imagine, that the generality of parents 
2 principles of religion and 
virtue into their offspring, for the mere 
ſatisfaction of bringing both religion 
and virtue into contempt ; and pour: 
the precepts of mortality inthe moſt en- 
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gaging colours, to ſhew, by their prac- 


* 


tice, how much theſe precepts are to be 


deſpiſed. The better to illuſtrate thefe 


remarks, let us attend to the following 
affecting ſtory. 

A worthy old gentleman, who had 
by an inflexible induſtry acquired a 
large fortune, with great reputation, 

at length declining bufineſs, devoted 
| his ſole attention to the ſettlement of an 
only ſon, of whom he was uncommonly 


fond. In a little time he married him 


to a woman of family, and judging of 
the ſon's affection by his own, made 
over every ſhilling he was worth, to the 
young gentleman, deliring nothin 
more than to be witneſs of his GETS 
in the ſame houſe, and depending upon 
his gratitude for any curſory trifle he 
might wan for the private uſe of his 
e. f 5 
n The ſon had not been married, 
however, above ſix weeks, before he 
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the old gentleman with the moſt morti- 


greee, that his cough was complained of 
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Was under the ſole dominion of his 
Wife, who prevailed upon him to treat 


fying neglect. If he wanted the car- 
riage for an airing, why truly, My Lady 
has engaged it: If he deſued to mix in 
a party of pleaſure, They were quite 
full : He was ſuffered to fit whole even- 
ings without being once ſpoken to ; at 
table he was obligedto call three or four 
times for a glaſs of wine or a bit of 
bread ; and it he entered into a narra- 
tive of any tranſaction which occured in 
his youth, his obliging daughter-in law 
immediately broke 1n upon him, and po- 
litely introduced a converfation upon 
ſomet hing elſe. This unpardonable con- 
tempt was at laſt carried to ſuch à de- 


as troubleſome, and under a pretence 
that his tobacco-box was inſupportable 
4% ,-.\A4 he 
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he was requeſted to eat in his own 
room l 
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Four or five years paſſed on in this 
manner, which were rendered a little 
tolerable, by the birth of a grand- 
fon, a moſt engaging boy, who, 
from the moment he was capable of 
diſtinguiſhing, ſeemed to be very 
fond of the old gentleman, and, by 
an almoſt inſtinctive attachment, ap- 
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peared, as if providentially deſigned to 
atone for the unnatural ingratitude of 
his father. He was now turned of four, 
when one day ſome perſons of faſhon 
dining at the houſe, the old gentleman, 
who knew nothing of the company, 
came down into the back-parlour to en- 
quire for his little favourite, who had 
been for two whole hours out of his 
apartment. He had no ſooner opened 
e door, than his dutiful ſon, before a 
room full of people, aſked him, How 
he dared break in upon him without 
leave? and defired him to get inſtant- 
ly up about his buſineſs. ' The old 
gentleman returned accordingly, and 
gave a very hearty freedom to his 
tears, 4 


Little Tommy, who could not bear 


.to hear his grandpapa chided at ſuch 


a rate, followed him inſtantly, and 
obſerving how heartily he ſobbed, came 


roaring down to the parlour, and 3 
| | e 
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the whole company, cried out, Papa has 
made poor grandpapa break his heart ; 
be'llcry his eyes out above ſtairs. The ſon 
who was really aſhamed of his conduct, 


eſpecially as he ſaw no ſign of a approb- | 


tion in the faces of his frien en- 


deavoured to put an eaſy appearance on 
the affair, and brazen it out. Turning 
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round therefore to the child, he deſired 


him to carry a blanket to grand-papa, 


and bid him go and beg: Ay, but I 
wont give him all the blanket, returned 
the child: Why ſo, my dear? ſays the 
father : Becauſe, anſwered he, I ſhall 
want half for you, when I grow up to 
be a man, and turn you out of doors. 


The child's reproof ſtung the father to 


the ſoul, and held upat once both-the 
cruelty and ingratitude of his condu& in 
their proper dyes : Nay the wife ſeemed 
affected, and wanted words. A 

natured tear dropped from more than 
one of the company, who ſeized the 
opportunity of condemning, -in a man- 
ner, their behaviour to ſo affectionate a 
father, and ſo bountiful a friend; and, 
in ſhort, made them ſo heartily aſhamed 


, of themſelves, that the old gentleman 


was immediately ſent for by both, who, 
in the preſence of all, moſt humbly en- 
treated his forgivneſs for every = 
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— and promiſed the buſineſs of their 
ves ſhould be to oblige him for the fu- 
ture. The poor old gentleman's joy 
threatened now to be much more fatal 
than his affliction a little before. He 
looked upon his ſon and daughter for 
ſome time with a mute aftoniſhment 
mixed with a tenderneſs impoſſible to be 
deſc ribed, and then fixing his eyes upon 
the company with a wildneſs of incon- 
ceivable rapture, ſnatched up his little 
Tommy, who joined him in a hearty 
flood of tears, | | 
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STORY II. 


T* a neat little country town there 


lived two friends. Mr. Brid geman 
(who was the elder of the two) was al- 
moſt as famous as the SpeQator himſelf, 
for ſaying very little. Yes and No, 
were the words chiefly in uſe with him; 
for (like the Spectator too) he was very 
fond of monoſyllables. He lived in 
great peace and quietneſs with all his 


neighbours ; and enjoyed his life with 


much eaſe, on an income that was ra- 
ther a comfortable than a large one. 
His friend, Mr. Johnſon, had been 
much richer ; but by being too apt to ſay 
ſevere things of other people had made 
himſelf ſo many enenues, that what by 
quarrels and law-ſuits, and what by 
having offended his patron, he was re- 
duced to a very low ebb, One evening, 

| as 
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as thele two friends were fitting by the 
fire-fide, which * a to them moſt 
evenings ; for Mr. Bridgeman did not 


love much company, and Mr, Johnſon 
had quarrelled with and talked ill of all 
the le that he had formerly been ac- 
quainted with; after the latter had been 
giving the characters of . all the moſt 
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conſiderable people for five miles round, 
and not any of them without a daſh of 
his uſual ſeverity : Prithee, Bridgeman, 
ſays he, though every body knows you 
are ſuch a profound mute, yet do not 
think that I will have allthe talk thus to 
myſelf.—It is but fair that you ſhould 
tion, Do 
you now in your turn, give a character 
or two of ſome of our neighbours; for 
I am ſure I have treated you with above 
one hundred of them. Bridgeman imo 

ked on in the moſt profound ſilence. 
Pho ! this is carrying your humour too 
far. Why, 1 bad rather fit by myſelf 
than with an abſolute dumb man. 
Bridgeman ſmoked on. Nay, dear 
Bridgeman, eried he, favour me with 
at leaſt one character. When Mr. 
Bridgeman had finiſhed his pipe, and 
beat the aſhes very leif our of it, he 
launched forth into the following pro- 


fuſion of words, (for with him it was a 


great 


—— 
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t profuſion :) Good Mr. Johnſon, 
iro” the whole — of my i I have 
been a great inſpector of the mannersof 
men; but as to giving any character, I 
muſt beg you will excuſe me. It is, and 
always has been my way, where I can- 
not ſpeak well of any body, to ſay no- 
thing at all. By this means I am called 
the mute, Be it ſo : fince by the ſame 
means I continue well with every body; 
and, in {| ite of the badneſs of mankind, 
have no to complain of from any 
of them. You ſee my way —_ 2% 

— and happineſs I enjoy. 
follow my example ; and N all 
theſejars, quarrels and perplexities that 
you are continually engaged in, you 
would find yourſelf as unmoleſted and as 


happy as I am. 
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there was one diſtinguiſhed by the 
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STORY III. 


AM at laſt arrived in Holland, and 
have taken the firſt opportunity to 
give you a relation of the adventures 
that detained me ſo long in foreign 
countries. | 
In „ from the Indies, I had 
ſome affairs with a Spaniſh merchant t 
which, while I was managing in one of 
their ſea-ports, there came a Spani/b 
ſhip, that had taken a rich Turk;/bprize, 
with ſeveral Turks aud Moors priſoners, 
whom he offered to ſale as ſlaves. I ne- 
ver had any traffic of this kind from any 
view of intereſt ; but from a motive of - 
compaſſion, I had purchaſed liberty 
for many a miſerable wretch, to whom 
I gave feedom the moment I had paid 
his ranſom. | 
Among the captives newly taken 


richneſs 
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richneſs of his habit, and more by the 
gracefulneſs of his port. He drew all 
my attention; of which he appeared 
ſenſible, and ſtill directed his looks to 
me : our ſouls ſeemed to greet one ano- 
ther, as if their rata, ay been of a 
long ſtanding, and commenced in ſome 
pre-exiſtent period. There was ſome- 
thing in the air of this young ſtranger, 


—— — 
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ſuperior to adverſity, and yet ſeuſible of 
the preſent diſadvantage of his fate 
while I felt for him an emotion ſoft as 
the ties of nature, and could not but 
impute it to the ſecret. impreſſion of 
ſome intelligent power, which was lead- 
ing me to a height of generoſity beyond 
my own intention, and by an impulſe of 
virtue on my foul, directing it to the 
accompliſhment of ſome diſtant and un- 
known deſign of Providence. The hea- 
venly inſtigation came with a prevailing 
ing force, and I could not but obey its 
dictate. | 4 18 

The price ſet on this captive was 
extravagantly high, and ſuch as would 


be a vaſt 8 to my preſent 


affairs to part with. However I liſtened- 
to the gentle monitor within, and paid 


the Corſair his full demand. 
As {on as I had conducted the youth 
to my lodgings, I told him he was 
\ B 2 f from 
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from that moment free; the price I had 
paid was for his friendſhip and liberty. 
Then you have confined me by the 
moſt laſting engagements, replied the 
ftranger ; I might have broke through 
any other reſtraint ; but I am now your 
voluntary ſlave, and dare truſt you with 
a ſecret yet unknown to the Spaniard. 
My name is Orramel, the only ton of a 
wealthy Baſſa in Conſtantinople; and you 
ny demand what you will for my ran- 
m. | 
You will ſoon be convinced, faid 
I, there was no mercenary intention 
in this action. The amity I have for 
you is noble and diſintereſted : it was 
indled by a celeſtial ſpark, an ema! 
nation from the divine clemency, and 
terminates in nothing below your im- 
mortal happineſs. And were you in- 
ined to examine thoſe ſacred truths 
| which 


he told me, it was impo 
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which would lead you to great felicity, 
and to ſhare my fortune in a free' and 
happy nation, the wealth of the ndies 
ſhould not buy you from my affections; 
but if it is your choice to return to the 
cuſtoms and religion of your country, 
you are abſolutely free, without attend- 
ing any terms for your relcaſe. 
With a friendly but dejected look, 
ible for him 
to diſpenſe with his filial obligations 
to an indulgent parent; but he poſi- 
tively refuſed his freedom till he had 


2 intelligence, and received an an- 
wer from his father; which he ſoon 
had, with orders to tell me I mi 
make my own terms for his ſon's ran- 
ſom. I deſired him to acquaint his 
father, 1 required nothing more than 
the liberty of all the chriſtian ſlaves he 
had in his poſſeſſion ; hoping, by this 
B 3 _ 
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diſintereſted conduct, to leave a convic- 


tion on the mind of my young friend in 
favour of Chriſtianity, He could per- 
ſuade me to receive nothing but a little 
pre-ent, and left me with ſome apparent 


concern, 


It was ſome months after he was 
ne before I could finiſh my negocia- 
tions in Spain; but as ſoon as they were 


diſpatched, I embarked for Holland. 


We had not been a week at ſea, before 


the ſhip was taken by a Turliſb pirate, 
and all the men in it carried to Con/tan- 


tinople to be ſold for flaves. My lot 
fell to a maſter, from whom I was like 


to find the moſt barbarous treatment : 


however, I was reſolved to endure my 


bondage, till I could yive intelligence 


'to my friends in England to procure my 


ranſom. I was fixed not to give Or- 
ramel an account of my diſtreſs, till 


I was in circumſtances not to need 
| his 
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his kindneſs, nor expect a retaliation of 
my own. 

But heaven had Kinder intentions 
by bringing me into this adverſity, 
nor left me long without redreſs. As 
I was talking in a public place to one 
of my fellow-ſlaves, Orramel came by. 


He paſſed beyond me but inſtantly 
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returning, looked on me with great 


attention, till ſome melting ſorrow 
B 4 dropped 
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dropped from his eyes, when, making 


-.. Enquiry of ſome that were near, to 


whom I belonged, and being informed, 
without ſpeaking a word to me, he flew 
to my new maſter, paid his demand for 
my ranſom, and immediately conducted 
me to his houſe, where he welcomed me 
with the warmeſt marks of affection. He 
ſpoke, he pauſed, and was in the great- 
- elt perplexity to find language ſuitable 
to the ſentiments of his ſoul. 

My brother! faid he, my friend! 
or," if there are more ſacred ties in' 
nature or y.rtue, let me call you by 
ſome gentler appellation ! we are now 
woot | by the bands of celeſtial ami- 
ty, one in the ſame holy faith, and 
hope of a glorious immortality: Your 
charity by wh me from a worfe than 
the Spaniſh flavery, from the bondage 
of vice and ſuperſtition ! your con- 


duct baniſhed my prejudices to the 
Cui 
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Chriſtian name, and made way for the 
entrance of thoſe heavenly truths, to 
which I now aſſent. But this is a ſe- 
cret even to my own domeſtics ; and 
whether ſuch a caution 1s criminal I am 
not yet able to determine, 

With what rapture, what attention, 
did I liſten to this language ! 1 bleſſed 
the accents that told me my friend, my 
Orramel, had embraced the Chriſtian 
faith. An angel's ſong would have been 
leſs'melodious. I looked upward, and 
with a grateful elevation of mind, gave 
the glory to the ſupreme Diſpoſer of all 
human events. The inſtinct was from 
above, that firſt moved me to ranſom 
this young captive; thence was the 
ſpring of my compaſſion : It would be 
vanity, it would be the moſt criminal 
arrogance, not to aſcribe this action to 
the aſſiſting Deity. The 
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© The illuſtrious Orrame! made it his 
ſtudy, to evince his affection: He told 
me, his father died ſince we parted in 
Spain ; and that he had left three 
daughters that he had by ſeveral wives. 
He offered me the choice of his ſiſters, 
if I had any thoughts of marriage, and 
promiſed a dowery with her to my con- 
tent. One of them, he ſaid, was pri- 
vately bred a Chriſtiag by her mother, a 
beautiful woman of Armenia. I was 
pleaſed with the propoſal, and impa- 
tient to ſee my fair miſtreſs. In the 
mean time he made me a preſent of ſe- 
veral rich habits, and two negroes to 
attend me. 

The next day he conducted me to 
à fair ſummer-houſe, whither he ſent 
for his ſiſters ; who were all ſo ve 
- handſome, that I was diſtreſſed with 
my own liberty, nor knew where to 
chuſe, had not a principle of piety di- 
rected 
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rected me to the young Armenian; who 
was not ſuperior to the reſt, but there 
was decorum in her behaviour which 
the others wanted. She had more of the 
politeneſs and modeſty of European wo- 
men, to whom you know I was always 


partial. My choice was fixed ; and the 
more I converſed with my miſtreſs, 


the more reaſon I had to approve 7 
F e 
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We were privately married by a chap- 
lain belonging to the Britiſh envoy. 
My generous friend gave her a fortune 
which abundantly repaired all my loſſes, 
and, after a proſperous voyage, I am 
ſafely landed in Holland. 

I have ſent you this relation as a me- 
morial of my gratitude to Heaven, whoſe 
clemency has returned me more than 
meaſure for meaſure, and largely recom- 


penſed that liberality it firſt inſpired, 
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STORY IV. 


C1 OON after the concluſion of the 
) laſt peace the Duke of Montague 
had obſerved, that a middle aged 
man, in ſomething like a oy 
dreſs, of which the lace was muc 
tarniſhed, and the cloth worn * 


Mall, with a kind of mournful ſolemni- 
4. or ruminating by himſelf on one of 


the gay croud which ſurrounded him. 


his humanity on. He began, there- 
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bare, appeared at a certain hour in St. 
James's Park, walking to and fro in the 


e benches, without taking notice of 


s man the Duke fingled out, 
as likely to be a fit object to exerciſe 


fore; \ 


1 
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fore, by making ſome enquiry concern- 
ing him, and ſoon learned that he was 
an unfortunate gentleman, who, hav- 
ing laid out his whole ſtock in the pur- 
chaſe of a commiſſion, had behaved with 
mu bravery in hopes of preferment ; 
at upon the concluſion of the e, 
had been reduced to ſtarve on half pay; 
he alſo learned on farther enquiry, that 
the captain, having a wife and ſeveral 
children, had been reduced to the neceſ- 
ſity of ſending them down into 7orkfbire, 
whither he conſtantly remitted one moi- 
_ ety of his half-pay, which would not 
fi them near London: theſe parti- 
culars pleaſed the Duke, and he imme- 

diately ſet about his operation. 

After ſome time, when every thing 
had been prepared, he watched an op- 
ortunity, when the captainwas fitting a- 
| had buried in thought, to ſend his 2 
vant to him; with his compliments, 
and an invitation to dinner the next day. 
e 
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He returned thanks for the honor in- 
tended him, and promiſed to wait u e. 
his Grace at the time appointed, when 
the Duke received him with particular 
marks of civility, Word was preſently 
brought that dinner was ſerved up; but 
the captain's wonder was great to ſee 
his wife and children at the table. The 
Duke had begun by ſending for them 

out of Yorkſbire, and had as much, if 
not more, aſtoniſhed the lady, than he 
had done her huſband, to whom he took 
care ſhe ſhould have no opportunity to 
ſend a letter. ; 

It is much more eaſy to conceive 
than to deſcribe a meeting ſo ſudden, 
unexpected and extraordinary; - ſuffice 
it to ſay, that it afforded the Duke the 
higheſt entertainment, who at length, 
with much difficulty, quietly ſeated 
them at the. table, and perſuaded them 
to. fall to, without thinking either of 
yeſterday or to-morrow. Soon after 

| dinner 
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inner was over, word was brought to 
the Duke, that his lawyer attended 
about ſome buſineſs by hi ce's or- 
der, the Duke, w ing to have a 
ſhort truce with the various enquiries 
of the captain about his family, or- 
dered the lawyer to be introduced, 
who pulling out a deed that the 
Duke was to ſign, was deſired to 
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read it, with an apology to the compa- 
ny for the interruption : The lawyer 
began to read, when-to compleat the 


| adventure, and the confuſion and aſto- 


niſhment of the poor captain and his 
wife, the deed appeared to be a ſettle- 
ment made upon them of a genteel ſuf- 
ficiency for life, the Duke then'figned, 
ſealed, and delivered it into the cap- 
tain's hands, deſiring him to accept it 
without compliments. For, ſays he, I 
am certain, I could not have employed 
my money or my time more to my ſa- 
tisfaction in any other way. The cap- 
tain and his family left the Duke with 
prayers for his poſterity, whilſt he him- 
ſelf had the ſatisfaction of ſaying he 
had relieved the diſtreſſed. 


STORY 
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STORY V. 


BOULI SINA, a ſage derviſe, 
had paſſed the night in the houſe 
of a poor woman, who had exerciſed 
all the duties of hoſpitality towards 
kim, he was touched with the unfortu- 
nate condition to which ſhe was redu- 
ced, and reſolving to ſuccour her in 
her misfortunes, he looſened. a ſtone 
from out of the wall of the houſe, and 
pronouncing ſome words over it, placed 
it again where it was before, and pierc- 
ed it with a little pipe at the end of 
which he put a cock, then ſaid to the 
woman, as he returned her his thanks, 
and hid her adien, 
My good Mother, whenever you 
you pleaſe take the quantity that is 


neceſſary for your own uſe, aud carry 
you 


r 
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the remainder to the market. Be aſſu- 
red that the ſource will never fail, all I 
exact of you is, not to unlooſe the 
ſtone, nor to look at what I have put 
behind it. The good woman pyomæd 
ſhe would not, and during ſome t me 
obſerved what the holy man had rech 
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mended to her. She gathered riches, 
affluence, and plenty — reigned in 
her little family, at length curioſity 
became ſo ſtrong within her that ſhe 
ſubmitted to its dictates, ſhe diſplaced 
the ſtone, and found nothing behind it 
but one fingle grape; ſhe then replaced 
it in the ſame order ſhe found it, but 
the wine ran no more: Thus was ſhe, 
by ſatisfying her idle curioſity, paniſhed 
by the ſame want ſhe before experien- 


ced. 


—_—_— 


STORY VI. 


DERVISE, venerable by his 
age, fell ill in the houſe of a 
widow, who lived in extreme poverty in 
the ſuburbs of Balſora. He was ſo 
touched with the care and zeal with 
which ſhe had aſſiſted him, that at his 
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departure he ſaid to her, I have re- 
marked that you have wherewith to 
ſubſiſt upon alone, but that you have 
not enough to ſhare it with yu only 
ſon, the young Abdalla, if you will 


truſt him to my care, I will do all that 


is poſſible to acknowledge in his perſon 
the obligations I have to you. The 
good woman received his propoſal with 
Joy, and the Derviſe departed with the 
young man. Abdalla a hundred times 
teſtified his gratitudeto him, but the old 
man always ſaid to him, My ſon, it is 
by actions that gratitude is proved: I 
ſhall ſee at a proper time and place whe- 
ther you are ſo grateful as you profeſs 
to be. One day as they continued their 
travels, they found themſelves in a ſoli- 
tary place, and the Derviſe ſaid to Ab- 
dalla, We are now at the end of our 
journey. The Derviſe ſtriking a light, 
made a {mall * into which he caſt 

3 2 
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a perfume, he then prayed for ſome 
moments, after which the earth open- 
ed, and the Derviſe ſaid to him, Thou 
mayeſt now enter, my dear Ahdalla; 
remember it is in thy power to do me a 
great ſervice, and that this perhaps is 
the only opportunity thou canft ever 
have of toſtifying to me thou art not 
ungrateſul. Don't be dazzled by what 
thou wilt find there, think only of ſeiz- 
ing vpon an iron candieftiek with twelve 
branches, Which thou wilt find cloſe to 
a dcor, tliat is abſolutely neceſſary to 
me. Come up immediately, and bring 
it me. Abdalla promiſed every thing, 
and defcended boldly into the vault ; 
but forgetting what had been ſo expreſs- 
ly commanded him, whilſt he was filling 
his veſt and his boſom with the gold and 
jewels which this vault incloſed in pro- 


digious heaps, the opening by wluch | 
| he 


tunate enough to 
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entered cloſed of itſelf, he had, how- 
ever, preſence of mind enough to ſeize 
on the iron candleſtick : He ſearched 
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many ways to get out, at length, after 
much pain and 1 he was for- | 

nd a narrow paſſage. 
which led lum out of his obſcure cave, 
tho? it was not till he had followed it 


a conſiderable way that he perceived a 
24 ſmall 


| 
| 
| 


40 CHRISTMAS TALES. 


ſmall opening, covered with briars and 
thorns, through which he came out. 
He looked on all ſides to fee if he 
could perceive the Derviſe, but not ſee- 
ing him, nor remembering any of the 
places through which they had paſſed, 
he went on as fortune direQted him 
and was extremely aſtoniſhed to find 
himſelf before the door of his mother's 
houſe, She immediately enquired after 
the holy Derviſc. Abdalla told her 
frankly the danger he had run to ſatisfy 
his unreaſonable deſires, he afterwards 
ſhewed her the riches ; while they con- 
templated on theſe treaſures with avidi- 
ty, and, dazzled with their luſtre, form- 
ed a thouſand projects in conſequence 
of them, they all vaniſhed away before 
their eyes. It was then that Abdalla 
ſincerely reproached himſelf with his 


iogratitude and diſobedience; as he did 
thus, 
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thus, he placed the candleſtick in the 
midſt of the room. When night was 
come, without reflecting, he placed a 
light in it, immediately they ſaw a Der- 
viſe appear, who turned round for an 
hour and diſappeared, after havin 
thrown them an aſper, or ſmall 71 50 
coin. Abdalla, who meditating all the 
day upon what he had ſeen the night 
before, was willing to know what would 
happen the next night if he put a can» 
dle in each of the branches: He did ſo, 
and twelve Derviſes appeared; th 
turned round alſo for an hour, and — 
of them threw an aſper. He conſtantly 
every night repeated the 3 
which had always the ſame ſuccels. 
This trifling ſum was enough .to make 
him and his mother ſubſiſt tolerably ; 
but they thinking it but a ſmall ad- 
vantage they drew from the candle- 

ſick, 
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ſtick, he reſolved to carry it back to the 
Derviſe, in hopes that he might ob- 
tain of him the treaſure he had ſeen, 
or at leaſt what had vaniſhed from his 
fight, by reſtoring. him a thing for 
which he had teſtified ſo ardent a deſire. 
He was ſo fortunate as to remember his 
name, and that of the city where he 
dwelt. He took leave of his mother, 
and departed immediately with the cau- 
dleſtick, which furniſhed him with ne- 
ceſſaries on the road. When he arrived 
at Magrabi, his ſirſt care was to enquire 


in what houſe the Derviſe dwelt. He 

mtelligence, and repaired thither 
immediately, and found fifty porters 
who kept the gates of his palace, each 
N a ſtaff, with a head of gold in 


their hands, the palace was filled with 
ſlaves and domeſtics, in fine, the court 


of a prince could not expoſe to view 
greater 


0 


3 ͤ 1 I SO RO 


CHRISTMAS TALES. 43 
greater magnificence. Abdalla then 
eaquired for the Derviſe ; he was ſoon 
conducted to an agreeable pavillion 


where the Derviſe was ſeated. Thou 
art but an ungrateful wretch, ſaid he to 
him, if thou hadſt known the true uſe 
of this candleſtick never wouldſt thon 
have brought it me. I will make thee 


ſenſible of its true virtue. e 
e 
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he placed a light in each of it branches, 
and when the twelve Derviſes had turn- 
ed for ſome time, he gave each of them 
a blow with a cane, and in a moment 
they were converted into twelve large 
heaps of diamonds and other precious 
ſtones. This, ſaid he, is the proper 
uſe to be made of this miraculous can- 
dleſtick ; but to prove to thee that cu- 
riofity was = only occaſion of my 
ſearch for it, here are the keys of my 
magazine, tell if the inſatiable miſer 
would not be ſatisfied with them. Ab- 
dalla obeyed him, and examined twelve 
magazines, which were ſo full of all man- 
ner of riches, that he could not diſtin- 
guiſh what merited his admiration mot; 

the regret of having reſtored the can- 

dleſtick and not finding the uſe of it, 

pierced the heart of Abdalla ; the Der- 

viſe ſeemed not to perceive it, but on 

the contrary loaded him with careſſes. 

When 
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When the eve of the day which he had 
fixed for his departure was come, the 
Derviſe ſaid to him, Abdalla, I owe 
thee a mark of my gratitude for taking 
ſo long a journey with a view of bring- 
ing me the thing I defired + thou mayeſt 
depart, thou ſhalt find to-morrow, at 
the gates of my palace, one of my 
horſes to carry thee : I make thee a pre- 
ſent of it, as well as of a ſlave, whoſhall 
conduct to thy houſe two camels loaded 
with gold and jewels. Abdalla ſaid to 
him all that a heart ſenſible to avarice 
could expreſs, when its paſſion was ſa- 
tisfied, and went to lay down till the 
morning arrived, which was the time 
fixed A his departure. During the 
night he was ſtill agitated, without be- 
ing able to think on any thing elſe but 
the candleſtick, and what it produced : 
He determined at length to ſeize on the 
candleſtick, 
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candleftick, which was not difficult, the 
Derviſe having truſted himwiththe keys 
of the magazines; he knew wh.re the 
candleſtick was placed; he took it and 
hid it at the bottom of one of the ſa:k:, 
which he fil ed with pieces of gold, and 
other riches he was allowed to tak-, 
and loaded it as well as the reſt up n 
his camels, and after returning ti.e 


Derviſe 
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Derviſe his keys, departed with his 
horſe, his ſlave and the two camels. 
When he had gone ſome days journey 
he ſold his ſlave, reſolving not to have 
a witneſs of his former poverty, nor of 
the ſource of his preſent riches ; he 
bought another, and arrived without 
any obſtacle at his mother's. His 
firit care was to place the loads of the 
camels and the candleſtick in the moſt 
private room in the houſe, and in his 
impatience to feed his eyes with his 
eat opulence, he placed hghts imme- 
Katey in the candleſtick, the twelve 
Derviſes appearing, he gave each of 
them a blow with all his might; but he 
had net remarked, that the Derviſe 
when he ſtruck them had the cane in 
his left hand: Abdalla, by a natural mo- 
tion, made uſe of his right, and tlie 


Derviſes inſtead of becoming heaps of 
a riches, 
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riches, immediately drew from beneath 
their robes, each a formidable club, 
with which they ſtruck him ſo hard,and 
ſo often, that they left him almoſt dead, 
and diſappeared, carrying with them 
all his treaſure, the camels, the horſe, 
the ſlave and the candleſtick. 


1 * 


STORY VII. 
OGALTIMUR - CAN, King 


of Tartary, was one day tol 

he had a man in his dominions, who 
was ſuch an utter enemy to a lie, that 
he always ſpoke truth. He, defirous 
of%iaving him near him, beſtowed up- 
on him the charge of Maſter of the 
Horſe. A courtier of ſuch a new 
character could not fail of having en- 
viers, who ſpared no endeavours to ruin 
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him. But the King, who was not a 


prince that would ſuffer himſelf to be 
prejudiced, would judge of things him- 
felf, tried his maſter of the horſe on ſe- 
veral occaſions, and always found him 
ſo frank and ſincere, that he beſtowed 
on him the ſirname of Sadyq, or True. 

Of all Sadyq's enemies, none was 
ſo ſtrongly bent on his ruin, as the vi- 


ſier Tangebride : there was no con- 


trivance which he had not made uſe of 
to render him odious to the King, and 
not being able to compaſs his end, thus 


expreſſed his chagrin to his daughter 


How unhappy am I, not to be able to 
ruin this man, who is ſcarcely ſettled at 
court. Sadyq triumphs over all my at- 
tempts to ruin his fortune, Hoſchendan 
his daughter, who was not leſs malici- 
ous than the Viſier, inſtead of perſua- 
ding him to give up the point, promi- 

D ſed 
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ſed to aſſiſt him, provided he would 
give her leave to act as ſhe ſhould ſee 
fit, and promiſed to make him lie be- 
fore the King ; all which he agreed to : 
She then immediately made herſelf rea- 
dy, dreſſed herſelf in her richeſt jewels, 
and did not forget one thing which 
could contribute to her beauty, and 
make her appear lovely in the eyes of 
Sadyq. Thus dreſſed ſhe went out 
attended by her ſlaves, who guarded her 
to the houfe of the Maſter of the Horſe, 
and when ſhe came thither, diſmiſſed 
the ſlaves, and knocked at the door, 
which being opened ſhe deſired to ſpeak 
with Sadyq, on a matter of great im- 

rtance ; ſhe was invited to come in, 
and being led to his apartment, found 


him fitting on a ſofa : After ſalutation 
me approached him, lifted up the veil | 
which covered her face, and ſeated her- 
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d ſelf on the ſame ſofa, without ſpeaking 
e a word. Sadyq, who had never before 
beheld ſuch beauty, was ſenſibly touch- 
ed, which the lady who came there for 
no other reaſon perceiving, broke ſilence: 


Oh, Sadyq ! do not be ſurpriſed to ſee 
a lady, who is willing to entertzin a 
friendſhip for you ; but you mult firſt 
grant me 4 favour. Charming maid ! 


D 2 ſaid 
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faid Sadyq, tranſported with tender- 
neſs, you need only command your 
flave, and your will ſhall be fulfilled. 
I long, ſays. ſhe, to taſte ſome horſe- 
fleſh, wherefore you muſt immediately 
kill the beſt and the fatteſt horſe in the 
Sultan's ſtable, the heart of which we 
will order to be roaſted. Aſk rather 
my life, ſaid he, and I will give it, but 
I muſt have a particular regard to what- 
ever belongs to my maſter. No, return- 
ed Hoſchendan, I long for a bit of the 
King's horſes ; it is a whimſical fancy, 
but it muſt, if you have any regard for 
me, be gratified. If I ſhould be fo 
weak as to yield to your entreaties, 
the Sultan will not fail to puniſh me. 
You have nothing to fear, ſays ſhe ; 
if the Sultan ſhould aſk you what 1s 
become of the horſe, you may ay, 
finding him ſick, and paſt all hopes of 
recovery, you killed him, leſt his 2 i 
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eaſe ſhould infect others. He will be- 


lieve you upon your word, and com- 
mend your prudence. 

With theſe perſuaſions, and her tears, 
which reached Sadyq's ſoul, ſhe at laſt 
brought him to conſent : He then went 
himſelf into the ſtable, and killed the 
horſe ; he took out the heart, which he 
cauſed to be roaſted, and they both 
{upped together; after which ſhe return- 


———— 
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ed home to her father, who waited the 
event. In the morning the Viſier roſe, 
went to the palace, and told the Sultan 
the adventure, concealing the lady's 
name, and that it was to terve his ha- 
tred ſhe ventured to try the integrity 
of the Matter of the Horſe. 

While the Viher was relating this 
ſtory to the Sultan, with all the malice 
of a courtier bent on the deſtruction of 


his enemy, Sadyq returned to himſelf, 


and made many bitter reflections on his 
laſt night's miiconduct. Alas! ſaid he, 
wuat ſhall I fay to the Sultan when he 
alles me for his horſe ? I that have hi- 
therio made it a law to myſelf to ſpeak 
the truth, if I tell a lie, ſhall I not be 
puniſhed with death ? ſhall I borrow the 
aliitance of a lie? that would be to add 
a new crime to what I have already 
committed; on the other fide, if I ho- 
neſtly 


„ mas” DD YE F- * * 


— 


CHRISTMAS TALES. 33 


neſtly confeſs it, my fincerity will coſt 
me my life; whether I lie or ſpeak the 
truth I am equally ſure to loſe my life. 
While he was thus plunged in melan- 
choly thoughts, a meſſenger came from 
the Sultan, to tell him the Sultan call- 
ed for him. He obeyed his order, and 
came into his preſence, where he found 
his enemy the Viſier. Sadyq, ſaid the 
Sultan, I would hunt to-day, go ſaddle 
my fine black horte. The words ſtruck 
poor Sadyq with a deadly fear, who, in 
2 confuſion, anſwered, Sir, a mis- 
ortune has happened to your ſervant 
laſt night: As I was ſitting in my cham» 
ber, a veiled lady entered, ſhe diſcover- 
ed herſelf, and proffered me her friend- 
ſhip, provided 1 would give her the 
heart of the black horſe : Charmed with 
her beauty, I reluctantly complied ; 
I confeſs my crime ; I come to otter up 
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myſelf to thy mercy : there is my ſabre, 
and here is my head, which I would 
Tooner loſe by telling the truth, than 
fave by a falſehood. The Sultan turn- 
ing to the Viſiter aſked his advice, and 
what fort of treatment he thought pro- 
per for Sadyq. Sir, anſwered he, 
tranſported with the opportunity, I 
am of opinion, that he ought to be 
burnt by a ſlow fire, for preſuming ** 
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kill a horſe you ſo highly valued to 
ſatisfy his pleaſure. I am not of your 
opinion, replied the Sultan, then ad- 
dreſſing himſelf to Sadyq, he ſaid, I am 
charmed with your ſincerity, and excuſe 
your weakneſs : I pardon then the death 
of my black horſe, and am ſo well plea- 
ſed with your telling me the truth on 
this occaſion, that I order a robe of ho- 
nour to be brought for you immediately. 
When the Viſier ſaw, that inftead of 

puniſhing the Maſter of the Horle he 
was rewarded, he grew ſo extremely 
melancholy that he fell ſick, & ſoon after 
died, and the fortunate Sadyq was cho- 
ſen to ſupply his place. 
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STORY VIII. 
92. RAD DIN, a princi- 


pal nobleman in the court of So- 


li nan, Emperor of the Eaſt, had two 
| | daughters 
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At the birth of Almerine the fairy El- 


farina had preſided; and in compliance 
with the importunate requeſts of the 
parents, had endowed her with every 
natural excellence, both of body and 
mind, and decreed, that ſhe ſhould be 
. ſought in marriage by a ſovereign 
Prince. When the wife of Omaraddin 
was pregnant with Shelimah, the fairy 
Elfarina was again invoked ; at which 
Farimina, another fairy, was offended. 
Farimina was inexorable and cruel ; 
Elfarina, placable and benevolent ; and 
fairies of this character were obſerved to 
be ſuperior in power. Elfarina there- 
fore reſolved that her influence ſhould 
not be wanting ; and as far as ſhe was 
able, precluded the influence of Farimi- 
na, who had decreed, that the perſon of 
Selimah ſhould be rendered hideous by 


every 


daughters, Almerine and Shelimah. 
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every ſpecies of deformity, and that all 

her withes ſhould produce an oppolite 
effect. 

The parents dreaded the birth of tlie 

| | infant under this malediction; the mo- 

ment they beheld it they were ſolicitous 

only to conceal it from the world. They 

ſent her, with only one attendant, to a 
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remote caſtle, which ſtood on the con- 
fines of a wood. | 
Elfarina did not thus, however, for- 
fake innocence in diſtreſs ; but to coun- 
terbalance the evils of obſcurity,negle& 
and uglineſs, decreed, that to the taſte 
of ShAimah. the coarſeſt food ſhould be 
the moſt exquiſite dainty ; that the rags 
which covered her, ſhould, in her eſti- 
mation, be equal to cloth of gold ; that 
ſhe ſhould prize a cottage more than a 
pes, and that in ches circumſtances 
ove ſhould be a ſtranger to her breaſt. 
To prevent the vexation which would 
ariſe from the continual diſappointment 
of her wiſhes, appeared at firſt to be 
more difficult, but this was at ** 
perfectly effected, by endowing her 
with content. 
While Shelimah was immured in a 
remote caſtle, neglected and forgotten, 
every 
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every city in the dominions of Soliman 
contributed to decorate the perſon, or 
cultivate the mind of Almerine ; yet, 
amidſt all theſe accompliſhments ſhe 
was haughty and fierce, — of praiſe, 
luxurious, and, upon the whole, diſa- 
greeable. Among many others by whom 
Almerine had been taught to inveſtigate 
nature, Nouraſſin the phyſician had ac- 
quainted her with the qualities of trees 
and herhs, and of Nouraſſin ſhe became 
enamoured to the moſt romantic exceſs, 
It was the cuſtom of the nobles to 
preſent their daughters to the Sultan 


'when they entered their eighteenth year; 


an event which Almerine had always 
anticipated with impatience and hope, 
but now wiſhed to prevent with ſolici- 
tude and terror. The period, urged for- 
ward, like every thing future, with ſi- 
lent and irreſiſtible rapidity, at len 

arrived, The curioſity of Soliman 
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been raiſed, as well by accidental enco- 
miums, as by the artifices ofOmaraddin, 
who now halted to gratify it, with the 
utmoſt anxiety and perturbation, and 
Almerine, covered with ornaments, b 

which art and nature were chant 
was, however reluctant, introduced to 
the Sultan. Soliman was now in his 
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thirtieth year; he had ſitten ten years 
upon the throne, and, for the ſteadineſs 
of his virtue, had been ſurnamed the 
uſt, 

: Soliman having gazed ſome moments 
upon Almerine with filent admiration, 
roſe up, and turning to the pripces that 
ſtood round him, To-morrow, ſaid he, 
I will grant the requeſt which you have 

often repeated, and place a beauty _ 
my throne, by whom I may tranſmit 
my dominion to poſterity : To-morrow 
the daughter of Omaraddin ſhall be my 
wife, The joy with which Omaraddin 
heard this declaration, was abated by 
the effect which it produced upon Al. 
merine, who, after ſome ineffeQual 
ſtruggles with the paſſions which agita- 
ted her mind, - threw herſelf into- the 
arms of her women, and burſt into tears. 
Soliman immediately diſmiſſed his at- 


tendants 
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tendants, and, taking her in his arms, 
enquired the cauſe of her diſtreſs ; t::is, 
however, was a ſecret which neither her 
pride nor her fear, would ſuffer her to 
reveal. She continued filent and incon- 
ſolable ; and Soliman, though he ſe- 
cretly ſuſpected ſome other attachment, 
yet appeared to be ſatisfied with the ſug- 
geſtions of her father, that her emotion 
was only ſuch as was common to the ſex 
pop any great and unexpected event. 

e deſiſted from further importunity, 
and commanded that her women ſhould 
remove her to a private apartment of the 
palace, and that ſhe ſhould be attended 
by his phyſician Nouraſſin. f 

Nouraffin, who had. alrcady learned 
what had happened, found his deſpair 
relieved by another interview. The 
lovers, however, were reſtrained from 
condolence and conſultation by the pre- 


ſence 
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could not be diſmiſſed ; but Nouraſhn 
put a ſmall vial into the hand of Alme- 
rine as he departed, and told her, that 
it contained a cordial, which if admini- 
ſtered in time, would infallibly reſtore 
the chearfulneſs and vigour that ſhe had 
loſt. Theſe words were heard by the 
attendants, tho' they were underſtood 
only by Almerine ; ſhe readily compre- 
hended the contents: of the vial was 
iſon, which would relieve her from 
Li and melancholy, by removing 
the cauſe, if it could be given to the 
Sultan before her marriage was com- 
pleated. | After Nouraſſin was gone 
ſhe ſat ruminating on the infelicity or 
her ſituation, and the dreadful events 
of to morrow, till the night was far 
ſpent ; and then, exhauſted with per- 
turbation and watching, ſhe ſunk down 
on the ſofa, and fell into a deep ſleep. 
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The Sultan, whoſe reſt had been in- 
terrupted by the effects which the beau- 
ty of Almerine had produced upon his 
mind, roſe at the dawn of day, and 
ſending for her — attendants, 
who had been ordered to watch in her 
chamber, eagerly enquired what had 
been her behaviour, and whether ſhe 


had recovered from her ſurprize. He 


was acquainted that ſhe had lately fallen 
aſleep, 'and that a cordial had been left 
by Nouraſſin, which he affirmed, would, 
if not too long delayed, ſuddenly reco- 
ver her from langour and dejection, and 
which, notwithſtanding, ſhe had neg- 
Jetted to take. Soliman derived new 
hopes from this mtelligence, and that 
ſhe might meet him at the hour of mar- 


riage with the cheerful vivacity which 


the cordial of Nouraſſin would inſpire, 
he orderedthat it ſhould, without at 


her any queſtions, be mixed with what- 


ever ſhe the firſt drank in'the morning. 
'Almerine, | 


ing | 


_———  _ 
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As ſoonas ſhe had recollected the hor- 
rid buſineſs of the day ſhe miſſed the vi- 


al, and in a few moments learned how 


it had been applied. The ſudden terror 
which now ſeized her, haſtened the ef. 
fects of the poiſon. | 
Her diſorder was now apparent, 
though the cauſe was not ſuſpected. 
Nouraſſin was again introduced, ac- 
quainted with the miſtake, an antidote 
was immediately prepared and admini- 
tered ; and Almerine waited the event 


in agonies of body and mind which are 


not to be deſcribed. The commotion 
every inſtant increaſed ; ſudden and in- 
tolerable heat and cold ſucceeded each 
other, and in leſs than an hour ſhe was 
covered with a leproſy, her hair fell, her 
head ſwelled, and every feature in her 
countenance was diſtorted. Nouraſſin, 
wio was doubtful of the event, had 
withdrawn to conceal his confuſion ; 

and 
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and Almerine not knowing theſe dread- 
ful appearances were the preſages of 
recovery, conceived her diſſolution to be 
near, and, in the agony of remorſe and 
terror, earneſtly requeſted to ſee the Sul- 
tan. Soliman haſtily entered the apart- 
ment, and beheld the ruins of her beau- 
ty with aſtoniſhment, which every mo- 
ment encreaſed, while ſhe diſcovered 
what had been intended againſt him, 
_ which had now fallen upon her own 
d. * 
Soliman, after he had recovered from 
his aſtoniſhment, he retired to his own 
apartment, and in the interval of recol- 
lection, he ſoon diſcovered, that the 
defire of beauty had ſeduced him from 
the paths of juſtice, and that he ought 
to have diſmiſſed the perſon whoſe af- 
fections he believed to E another ob- 
ject. He did not therefore take awa 
the life of Nouraſſin for a crime to which 
E 3. himſelf 
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himſelf -had furniſhed the temptation ; 
but as ſome pumſhment was neceſſary as 
the ſanction to the laws, he condemned 
him to perpetual baniſhment. He com- 
manded that Almerine ſhould be ſent 
back to her father, that her life might 
be a memorial of her folly ; and he de- 
termined, if poſſible, ro atone, by a 
— 3 marriage, for the errors of the 

He conſidered how he might enforce 
and illuſtrate ſome * precepts, 


which would contribute more to the fe- 


licity of his people, than his leavin 
them a ſovereign of his own blood ; an 
at length he determined to publiſh this 
proclamation throughout all the provin- 
ces of his empire, Soliman, whoſe 
— has been perverted, and whoſe 
ife endangered, by the influence and 


treachery 


* 
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treachery of unrivalled beauty, is now 
reſolved to place equal Jeformity upon 
his throne, that, when this event is re- 
corded, the world may know that by 
vice beauty becomes more odious than 
uglineſs.;.and learn like Soliman, to 
deſpiſe that excellence, which without 
virtue is only a ſpecious evil, the re- 
proach of the poſſeſſor, and the ſnare 
of others, = 
| Shelimah, during theſe events, expe- 
nienced a very different fortune. She 
remained till ſhe was thirteen years of 
e in the caſtle ; and it happened, that 
x this time the perſon to whoſe care 
ſhe had been committed, after a ſhort 
ſickneſs, died. Shelimah, imagined 
that ſhe ſlept ; but perceiving that all 
attempts to waken her were ineffectual, 
and the ſtock of proyiſions being exhauſt- 
ed, ſhefound means to open the wicket, 
and wandered alone in the wood. She 
ſatisfied 
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ſatisfied her hunger with ſuch berries and 
wild fruits as ſne found, and at night, 
not being able to find her way back, 
lay down under a thicket and ſlept. 


Here ſhe was awakened early in the morn- 

ing by a peaſant, The man aſked her 

1 but her anſwer rather 

enereaſing than gratifying his 2 | 
e 
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he ſet her before him on his beaſt, and 
carried her to his houſe in the next vil. 
lage, at the diſtance of about fix leagues, 
In this family ſhe was the jeſt of ſome, 
and the pity of others; ſhe was employ- 
ed in the meaneſt offices, and her f | 

her the name of Goblin, But 
-amidft all the diſadvantages of her ſitna- 
tion, ſhe enjoyed the utmoſt felicity, of 
food and reſt as ſhe formed no wiſhes, 
ſhe ſuffered no diſappointment ; her bo- 
dy washealthful, and her mind at 
In this _ — had continued four 
years, when the ds appeared in the 
village with the 2 Soliman. 
Shelimah ran out with others to gaze at 
the parade; ſhe liſtened to the la- 
mation with great attention, and when 
it was ended, ſhe perceived that the eyes 
of the multitude were fixed on her: One 
of the horſemen at the ſame time 4 
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ed, and, with great ceremony, entreat- 
ed her to enter a chariot which was in 
the retinue, telling her, That ſhe . was 
without doubt the perſon whom nature 
and Soliman had deſtined to be their 

ucen. Shelimah replied with a ſmile, 
'That ſhe had no defire to be great : but, 
ſaid ſhe, if your proclamation be true, 
I ſhould rejoice to be the inſtrument of 
ſuch admonition to mankind ; and upon 
this condition, I wiſh that I were in- 
deed the moſt deformed of my ſpecies. 
The moment this wiſh was uttered, the 
ſpell of Farimina produced a contrary 
effect. A white robe was thrown over 
her by an inviſible hand, the croud fell 
back in aſtoniſhment, and gazed with 
inſatiable curioſity upon ſuch beauty as 
before they had never ſeen. Shelimah 
was not leſs aſtoniſhed than the * 
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She ſtood awhile with her eyes fixed upon 
the ground, -and finding her confulion 
encreaſe, would have retired in ſilence, 
but ſhe was prevented by the heralds, 
who having with much importunity 
prevailed upon her to enter the chariot, 
returned with her to the metropolis, 
reſented her to Soliman, and related 

e prodigy, * 7 
Soliman looked round upon the aſ- 
ſembly in doubt, whether to proſecute 
or relinquiſh his purpoſe, when Abba- 
ran, a hoary ſage, who had long preſi- 
ded in the council of his father, came 
forward, and placing his forehead on 
the footſtool of the throne, Let the Sul- 
tan, ſaid he, accept thereward of virtue, 
and take Shelimah to his bed. In what 
age, and in what nation, ſhall not the 
beauty of Shelimah be honoured ? to 
whom will it not be tranſmitted ? will 
e 7 not 
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not the ſtory of the wife of Soliman 
deſcend with her name ? will it not be 
* known that the deſire of beauty was not 
tified till it had been ſubdued ? that 
byen iniquitous purpoſe beauty became 
hideous, and by a virtuous intent de- 


formity became fair ? Soliman who had 
fixed his eyes upon Shelimah, diſcovered 
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a mixture of joy and confuſion in her 


mw countenance, which determined his 
not | choice, and was an earneſt of his felici- 
nat ty; for, at that moment, love, which 


during her ſtate of deformity had been 
excludedby the fairy Elfarina's interdic- 
tion, took poſſeſſion of her breaſt. 

The nuptial ceremony was not long 
delayed, and the good fairy Elfarina 
honouredit with her preſence, and when 
ſhe departed beſtowed on both her bene- 
_ N 4 2 Nas. er the 

ory an ineſs of the people th 
: 1 = Shelimah fone! ag 34 

riking proof, that natural or acquired 
excellence is leſs deſirable than virtue. 


'STORY 
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STORY IX. 


A POOR villager complained. to 
Mahamoud, Sultan of Damaſcus, 
that a young Turk of diſtinction had 
broke into his houſe, and inſulted him 
ſo, that he was forced to abandon it, 
with his wife and family to the ſhameful 
abuſes of this bold intruder, who after- 
wards eſcaped and remained unknown. 
The Sultan, very much moved, charged 
the ſufferer to come iminediately and 
give him notice if ever that Turk hould 
repeat the inſult : which he did three 
days after, and the poor man came an 

threw himſelf at the feet of the Sultan, 
and complained pe Maha- 


moud, taking a few attendants, imme- 


| diately went with, It was night when 


they 
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they came to the houſe; but the Sultan 
ordered all the lights to be put out, then 
ruſhed boldly in, and with his ſabre cut 
the raviſher in pieces : After which he 
ordered a torch to be lighted, and look- 
ing on the face of the malefactor, im- 


mediately, with an air of joy, fell down 
on the ground and praiſed God. When 
he roſe, he bid the man of the houſe 

bring 
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bring him what victuals he had, which 
was only ſome ſtale brown bread and 
butter-milk, of which the Sultan eat 
and drank heartily ; and then being rea- 
dy to return, at the poor man's requeſt, 
explained all theſe myſterious circum- 
ſtances as follows : You muſt know 
ſaid he, that upon hearing theſe com- 
plaints, and the deſcription you gave me 
of the criminal, I concluded he could be 
no other than my own ſon ; therefore, 


| left my eyes ſhould ſubborn my heart, 


and the tenderneſs of natureenervate the 
arm of juſtice, 1 reſolved, through the 
2 veil of night, to give it 


ſcope; but when I beheld it was not he, 


but only an officer of my guard, I fell 
down with gladneſs, to give thanks un- 
to God that my offspring had not in this 
affair deſerved my wrath, nor met with 
my vengeance. | 


And after all, I aſked ' 
what 
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— proviſion you had at hand to ſatis- 

fy my 8 and repair this fleſhly 
frame, which my reſentment would not 
ſuffer me to gratify, either with ſleep or 
ſuſtenance, from the moment I heard 


this accuſation, till I had puniſhed the 
author of your wrongs, and ſhewed my- 


ſelf worthy of my people's obedience : 
Forthis one . ſhall make it known 
among them, that you have a prince, 
under whom there is no ſufferer 2 mean 
who need fear to be denied redreſs, nor 
no offender ſo great as may eſcape pu- 
nent. 


STORY X. 


H. CH O, a king of Lapland, 
was in his youth the moſt renown- 
ed of the northern warriors ; his martial 

F atchieve- 
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cloſe his life with honour, 
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atchievements remain engraved on a pil. 
lar of flint in the rocks of Hanga, and 
are to this day ſolemnly carrolled to the 
harp by the Laplanders at the fires with 
which they celebrate their nightly feſti- 
vities. His temperance and ſeverity of 
manners were his chief praiſe, In his 
early years he never taſted wine, nor 
would he drink out of a painted cup. 
He conſtantly ſlept in his armour, with 4 
his ſpear in his hand; nor would he uſe 3 
a battle-ax whoſe handle was inlaid with 
braſs, He did not, however, perſevere Þ 
in his contempt of luxury, nor did he 


One day, after hunting the Gulos, 
or wild dog, being bewildered in a ſo- 
litary forell and having paſſed the fa- 
tigues of the day, without any interval . 
of refrethracat, he diſcovered a large | 
{tore of honey in the hollow of a 8 | 

This 


bl 
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is was a dainty which he had never 
ted before, and being at once both 
Pint and hungry, he fe'l greedily upon 
F. From this unuſual delicious repaſt 

e received ſo much ſatisfaction, that at 
is return home he commanded honey 
be ſerved up at his table every day. 
Lis palate by degrees became relined 
d vitiated ; he began to looſe his na- 
2 _ tive 


- 
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tive reliſh for ſimple fare, and contract- * 


ed a habit of = himſelf in deli- 
cacies ; he ordered the delightful gar- 
dens of his caſtle to be thrown open, in 


which the moſt luſcious fruits had been 


ſuffered to ripen and decay, unobſerved 
and untouched, for many revolving au- 
tumns, and gratiſied his appetite with 
luxurious deſerts. At length he found 


it expedient to introduce wine, as an | 


agreeable improvement, or a neceſſary | 
ingredient, to this new way of living; 
and having once taſted it, he was 
tempted by little to give a looſe to the 
exceſſes of mtoxication. His 1 | 


ſimplicity of life was changed ; he per- | 


fumed his apartment by burning the 
wood of the moſt aromatic fir, and 
commanded -his helmet ,to be a orna- 
mented with beautiful rows of the 
teeth of the Rein- deer. Indolence and 

effiminacy 


| k 
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effiminacy ſtole upon him, by pleaſin 
— relaxing the 83 of reſo? 
T lution, and extinguiſhed his thirſt of 
military glory. | | 
1 Whillt Hacho was thus immerſed in 
pleaſure and repoſe, it was reported to 
him one morning, that the preceding 
I night a diſaſtrous omen had been diſco- 
vered, and that bats and hideous birds 
had drank up the oil which nouriſhed 
; the perpetual lamp in the temple of 
Odin. About the ſame time a meſſen- 
the ger arrived to tell him, that the King 
\eral Wot Norway had invaded his kingdom 
with a formidable army. Hacho, terri- 
Phe ed as he was with the omen of the 
and night, and innervated with indulgence, 
orna- Mrouſed himſelf from his 2 le- 
F the chargy, and recollecting ſome faint 
and Iſparks of veteran valour, marched for- 
inacy ward to meet him. 
| 73 Both 


— 
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Both armies joined battle in the fo- 


reſt where Hacho had been loſt after 
hunting; and it ſo happened, the King 
of Norway challenged him to ſingle 
combat near the place where Hacho had 

taſted the honey. The Lapland chief, 


languid and long unuſed to arms, was 
ſoon overpowered: hefellto the ground, 
and before his inſulting adverſary * 


it ot ws K—k___ 
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his head from his body, uttered this ex- 
clamation, which tbe Laplanders till 
uſe as an early leſſon to their children: 
The vitious man ſhould date his deſtrue- 
tion from the firſt temptation. How 
juſtly do I fall a ſacrifice to ſloth and 
luxury in the place where I firſt yielded 
to thoſe allurements which ſeduced me 
to deviate from temperance and inno- 
cence! The honey which I taſted in 
this foreſt, and not the King of Nor- 
way, conquers Hacho, 


STORY XI. 
1 mar and Smith were two 
® Gas. perſons educated in the fame 
ouſe, and brought up to the ſame buſi- 
neſs; but with this difference, that John- 
ſon was the ſon, and the other the ſer- 


vant; and the other had a conſiderable 
| inde- 
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-independant fortune, the latter no eſtate *' 
but honeſt induſtry. 
About three years ſince the parent | 


the maſter dying, the young traders 
were left to themſelves : Smith declined | 


|| . an offer of 22 with his young 


maſter, merely becauſe it was more than 
he could have expected; and Johnſon 
generouſly advanced him a ſumof mone 
to engage in trade with for himſelf. 
Smith, who knew he traded at preſent 
but with another's ſtock, and had only 
induſtry and frugality for means to re- 
pay the loan, and ſettle, himſelf in eaſe 
and happineſs, became the moſt diligent 
trader. No irregularities over night 
kept him in bed the next morning, and 
his doors were open two hours before, 
and at leaſt an hour afterhis neighbours; 
Smith lived in his ſhop, and knew no 
idle moment there; his conſtant attend- 
ance 
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ance brought himconſtant buſineſs ; his 
obliging behaviour, and the — of 
his dealings, made every cuſtomer a 


friend to him; and whoever once banght 
of him, never afterwards bought any 


where elſe. 
Ihe firſt year's balance gave him pow- 
7 his generous benefactor, with 
ad thanks; and before another was 


clapſed, 
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elapſed, he was become the favourite of 
every worthy perſon in the neighbour. ? 
hood; and theſobriety of his life recom- 
mended him ſo far to the favour of the 
clergyman of the place, (one of the wor- 
thieſt of his holy — that he found 
no objection in the way of his addreſſes 
to the gentleman's only daughter; ſhe 
had no great fortune; nor could onr 
young trader expect much; the good- 
will of her father was a ſufficient portion. 
His good opinion of his ſon-in-law was 
ſo great, that he readily agreed to all 
that he gave his daughter being laid out 
m trade; and that gave the young man 
a larger ſtock than he could otherwiſe 
have commanded ; while the good-will 
of every man in the pariſh to the father, 
made them take a pleaſure in obliging 
him ; at the ſame time that they encou- 
raged a young man who deſerved it; 
and he by this means, got as great an 
| addition 


* 


% 


CHRISTMAS TALES. 91 


addition of cuſtom as that in his ſtock, 
and became the moſt flouriſhing young- 
trader in the place. 


Om- 

the This better fortune made no alteration 
or- in his temper : he naturally, indeed, 
und entered upon a ſomewhat more expen- 
{les five way of living on his having a wife ; 
the but ſhe was as prudent as himſelf ; and 
onr they ſoon calculated a certain ftandard 
od- of expence, ſomething within what their 
on. preſent profits would afford; and deter- 
vas mined to ſave a little from that, till 
all their increaſe of trade ſhould enable them 
ut in the ſucceeding years to ſpend more, 
an without being more N It is 
iſe eaſy to conceive that ſuch a family muſt 
ill ſave money yearly; and in ſhort, the 
, end of a ſecond year ſaw them worth 
1g more than from ſmall beginnings one 
u- would eaſily expect. 

＋ . 


While 
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While this was the life of Smith, his 
oung maſter, whoſe eaſy fortune ſet 
im Tote the neceſſity of induſtry, was | 

carrying on the ſame trade in a different 
manner; he had eaſily determined him- 
ſelf to follow trade, as an amuſement *' 
for his leiſure hours; but ſince he did 
not want it, deſigned never to be very 
ſolicitous about it, but to do juſt what 
he liked at it and no more. He took an 
1 ood ſervant, as a ſubſtan- 
tial trader who recommended him aſſu- 
red him, and gave him good pay to take 
the trouble, while he Fad no ſhare in 
any part of the buſineſs but the profit of 
it. It is the moſt dangerous of all er- 
rors, though too common a one, for a 
man to imagine he can play with buſi- 
neſs, and do. what he pleaſes, when his 
affairs are eaſy without it. There is no 

middle 
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middle ſtate in the trading world; in- 
duſtry will bring riches, idleneſs begga- 
; nor is there any medium between 
theſe : The ſhop that is kept, will k 
its maſter, but that which is neglected, 
will at any time ruin him who does not 
want it : and, too often, an experien- 
ced ſervant is, to ſuch a man, the worſt 
ſervant in the world. 

' Johnſon, however, did not abſolute- 
ly neglect his affairs of this Kind; he ap- 
peared every morning in his ſhop ; at 
noon, indeed, he dined at the tavern, 
and ſpent the evening as a man of for- 
tune ought. Every young trader, has 
the unhappy imagination, that going 
out into company is the way to get into 
buſineſs, and t hat neighbourly clubs in 
moſt ſtreets are half the ſupport of the 
members of them. It is one of the moſt 
miſchievous errors in the World to 9 

8, 
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this, and I am afraid, it is an error that 
has been fatal to halfthe young traders iﬀ 
in this town. They do not conſider, 
that the maſter of the houſe is the only 
man whoſe purſe is the heavier for theſe 
meetings, and that the people who fre- | 
quent them are uſually idle and indigent 
perſons ; ſuch as a ſober trader ought to 
avoid having any dealings with, not 
court his nam 

Johnſon, however, was above all 
theſe ſets of people; the company he 
kept were men of fortune; the young 
* of taſte and ſpirit of the age; he 
frequented every club of ſuch, and ſoon 
got their general cuſtom. 

The dreſs neceſſary to appear among 
ſuch people in, was ſo different from the 
ſober habit of the city, that this alone, 

which made him the adoration of the 
neighbouring apprentices, and pony 
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aid the firſt ſteps to the ruin of one half 
them in their ambition to follow him 


ot him ſo unjverſall 
ill-will of the ſober — 
pf the neighbourhood, that he ſoon had 
o other cuſtom than that of acquaint- 
ANCE. 
All this while an elegant manner of 
'ving, and the neceſſary ſupplies for 
the ſhop, called for a deal Ty money: 
Johnſon's fortune was all in caſh, he 
readily drew on his banker as often as 
he wanted; he contented himſelf with 
knowing that he lived very little above 
the income of his fortune alone, and as 


to what trade called for, he imagined he 
knew that muſt be returned with intereſt. 
It was no matter to him that no money 
came, neither did he know, indeed, ex- 
cept at the years end, whether any came 


or not; he knew it was all one to him, 
whether 


call in his money ſo long as it is ſafe; 


for truths as certain asthe goſpel. John» 


CCI" —_————— — —— 
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whetherhe was paid to day, or this day 
twelve-months, and was fully perſuaded 
of that too common and deſtructive er- 
ror, that long credit gives a man reputa- 
tion ; and that a tradeſman ſhould never 


te 


becauſe it ſtops his cuſtomers from buy- 


ing. 21.00 
Fohnſon had, indeed, all the falſe 
notions of the generality of young tra- 
ders, but not one more; and too many 
in this city are ruined Caily by the ſame, 
though they are ſtill propagated amon 
numbers as the ſecrets of trade, and held 


ſon's affairs now began to run dreadful- 
ly behind hand, without his knowing 
it; but that which is to others a relief 
when they find themſelves gone, was 
now the ſcheme of our young gentle- 
man trader without his knowing it. 
A young lady who accidentally came 

\ into 
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to his ſhop during the 2 hours, 


e day while he was in it, took away 


th what ſhe bought, and her tradeſ- 
n's heart into the bargain, In ſhort. 
inſon watched her home, He was 
dent enough, before he made any 
her ſtep, to inform himſelf why ihe 

; and found ſhe was a perſon of a 
| G good 
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good family, and worth ſeven thouſand 
Pounds. | 
Johnſon was a man of polite and e 
gaging behaviour; he ſoon found mea 
of introducing himſelf into the famih 
and as he imagined himſelf more th 
an equal match for her, he made it h 
firſt ſtep to ſettle matters with her fathe 
The old gentleman had no right likin 
to this ſort of gentlemen-trading thi 
| Johnſon carried on, but his private fo 
tune made him unexceptionable in ri 
ſpect of money, and he ſoon convinc 
the old gentleman of the advantages 
his way of carrying on buſineſs, 
found leſs difficulty to get the lad) 
conſent than her father's, and all » 
harmony and ggod underſtanding b 
tween them: Thwdover gallanted t 
lady and the family to all the pub 
places of diverſion 3 and+ the contin! 
affabil 
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Sfability and good humour about him, 
iade the old people, in ſhort, as much 
n love with him almoſt as the lady. 
Courtſhip is ſure to be the ruin, os 
appy ſettling of every young tradeſman 
who. engages in it. If the choice be im- 
prudent, it, is ruin whether it ſucceed or 
ot; even where it is irreproac 


— 
atheſgthe time loſt about it, and the neglect of 
e's buſineſs it occations, are not eaſily made 


p to a young man. All points, how- 


te fo ver, were ſo well agreed about our a 

mn fair, that Johnſon found it no difficulty 
VINCE get the day of marriage fixed; the 
= ride made her preparations, and John- 


on's taylor had his orders not to fail. 

hen things were in this ſtate, thelady's 
ortune was enquired into more in earneſt 
pn Johnſon's part, and his on her fa- 
her s. No miſtake appeared about 


pub hers, but, alas ! the looking into his 
"ntini affairg 
ffabil. G " | 
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2 to his traders were not 


the moſt ſolemn vow, never to ma 
any other perſon. 
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affairs on this occaſion, was the firſt 
notice of the brid-. room's ruin. It u 
true, his books were full of long debts, 
und the current account of caſh in trade 
was ſomething conſiderable ; but his 
une was, in a manner, all drawn out 
his banker'shand, and, though he had 
much more owing to him than by him, 


q 
y 


| 


It is eaſy to imagine, the prudent 
father now refuſed his daughter: Th 
diſtreſs on her part as well as Johnſon's 
was very ſincete and affecting, that the 
muſt part; while they did it with the 
fincerelt agonies on both ſides, ner coul 
the entreaty of the old people preven 
che young lady from engaging herſelf by 


- 


Johnſ. 4 


— — 
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Johnſon now went to new- model his 
fairs, to take his money and call in 
1s debts, but, alas! his ſervant went. 
off with his ready money, and his debt- 
drs were one half dead, and the other 
alf in goal or in Flanders. It was not 
o, however, with his creditors; the 
breaking off the match ſet them on 
nquiries, and the ill- natured world ſoon 
hiſpered the occaſion, It is not difficult 
G 3 i9 
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to what mult bethe event of this; | 
all fell upon himat once, and his 
and were ſeized upon. What Wy 
now remained, therefore, for the un- 
Johnſon to do? He bethought 
himſelf of the friend he had been once 
us to; he called in what was re- 
maining of his fortune, ſent to Smith, 
delivered all into his hands, and begged 
of him to bring his creditors to ome 
aompoſition. The generous Smith en- 
d himſelf for the whole, took home 
is friend, called in his debts, paid the Wh; 
remainder out of his own fortune, and a 
told him, My dear Johnſon, there was a Wn: 
time when your generoſity offered me a HR 
partnerſhip in what I had no right to; r-. 
trade is now as as yours was Wh 
then; but there is this great difference, Mt 
chat though you owe nothing to me, If 
T owe every thing to you, and let my 


55 
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titude now offer, what 89 genero- 
ty then did, a ſhare in you have 
abled me to procure. It was not with- 
put much difficulty that the unhappy 
Johnſon accepted this offer; he now, 
owever, ſaw through all his former fol- 
y, and became as diligent as his friend 
ad been. The neighbourhood adored 
he generoſity and gratitude of young 
Smith, and even his wife and father ap- 
plauded it; every thing had been ſome 
ime perfectly happy here, and Johnſon 
new no misfortune but the loſs of his 
bride, whom he indeed doated on with 
an uncommon affection; though he had 
no hope of gaining her ; but fortune, as 
fuddenly as ſhe had robbed him of her, 
reſtored her to him again ? a relation of 
his dying at this time, left him a for- 
tune twice as great as that he had at 
firſt, His love, his gratitude, his ge- 
| neroſity, 


- 
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neroſity, now ſhewed themſelves in the 
moſt amiable colours ; he married th 
lady, laid his whole fortune into whole 
faletrade, and took Smith in to be equal 
ſharer in the profits; and the neighboui 
bood now ſee them the moſt flouriſhin; 
traders in it, and a glorious cn t 
every one about them, | 


i PR” 
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STORY SH. 


Wu the Moors 1 in 
S Spain, and the Spaniards were 
N with them, a Spaniſh Cavalier, 

a ſudden quarrel, ſlew a Young 
Noon gentleman, and fled. His 
urſuers ſoon loſt ſight of him, for he 
had unperceived, thrown himſelf over 
a wall. The owner, a Moor, happen» 
ng to be in his garden, and lookmg 
over 
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er the wall, was addreſſed by the 
MW paniard on his knees, who acquainted 

aim with his caſe, and implor d con- 
ealment. Eat this, ſaid the Moor 
riving him half a peach, and come over 


he wall, you now know that you may 

coufide in my protection. He then lock- 
ed him up in the garden apartment, 
telling him that next morning as ſoon 
= 


_— — _ 
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The Moor then went into his houfe, 
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as it was light, he would provide fot 
his eſcape to a place of more ſafety. 


where he had ſcarce ſeated himſelf, 
when a great crowd with loud lamenta- 
tions, came to his gate, bringing his 
ſon's corpſe, that had juſt been killedby 
a Spamard. When the firſt ſhock. of 
ſurprize was a little over, he learned, 
by the deſcription given, that the fatal 
deed was done bythe perſon then in his 
wer. He mentioned this to no one; 
ut as ſoon as it was dark, retired to his 
garden apartment, as if to grieve alone, 
iving orders that none ſhould follow 
2 . There accoſting the Spaniard, he 
ſaid, Chriſtian, the perſon you have 
Lilled is my fon. His body is now in 
my houſe. You ought to ſuffer ; but 
you have eaten with me, and I have gi- 
ven you my faith, which muſt not be 
broken, follow me. He then led the 
| aſtoniſhed 
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oniſhed Spaniard to his ſtables, where, 
jounting him on one of his fleeteſt hor. 
he ſaid, Fly far while the night can 
over you. You will be ſafe inthe morn. 
g; you are indeed guilty of my ſon's 
ood ; but God is juſt and good, and I 
ink him that I am innocent of yours, 
id that my faith given is perſerved. 


_ 
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STORY XIII. 


N the days of knight- errantry and 
| paganiſm, one of our old Britiſh 
Princes ſet up a ſtatue tothe Goddeſs of 

ictory, in a poiut where four roads 
et together. In her righ: hand ſhe 
held a ſpear, and reſted her left on a 
ſhield ; the outſide of this ſhi Id was of 
gold, and the infide of filver. On the 
former was inſcribed in the old Britiſh 


language, ** To the goddeſa ever favours 
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able; and on the other, „For four 
victories obtained ſucceſſively over the 
Picts, and other inhabitants of the nor- 
thern iſlands. . 

It happened one day, that two knights 
completely armed, the one in black ar- 
ae ee other 1 white, arrived 

m oppoſite parts of the country, at 
this ſtatue, juſt about the ſame 4 ? 

{ au 
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nd as neitherof them had ſeen it before, 

y ſtopped to read the 1nicriptions, 
TY obſerve the excellence of its Work- 
nanſhip. After contempiating it for 
ome time, This golden ſhield, Boa the 


black knight, den ſhield ! cried 
dn who was as ſtrictl 
obſerving the oppoſite fide, why, if 
have eyes, it is ſilver. I know nothing 
of your eyes, replied the black knight ; - 
if ever I ſaw a I ſhield in my life 


ie white 


his is one, Yes, returned the white 
Knight, ſmiling, it is very probable in- 
deed, that they ſhould expole a ſhield of 
gold in ſo publie a place as this is! for 
my part, I wonder that even a filver one 
18 not too ſtrong atemptation for the de- 
yotion of ſome of the people that paſs 
this way ; and it appears by the date, 
that this has been here abovethree years. 
The black knight could not _ — 
| | r 
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ſmile — which _ on ayes and 
o warm in the diſpute, that it ſoo 
Ended in a challenge. They both there 
fore turned their horſes, and rode back 
fo far, as to have ſufficient ſpacefor thei 
career ; then fixed their ſpears in thei 
reſts, and flew at each other with th 


eſt fury and impetuoſity. Their 
ock was ſo rude, _—__ 
de 


* 
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8 
ed, and de fo effectual, that they both fell to 
it ſoon the ground ſo much wouned and brui- 

there ſed, that they lay there for ſome time as | 

e backMio a trance. A good Druid, who was | 


travelling that way, found them in this 
condition. 

The Druids were the phyſicians of 
thoſe times, as well as the prieſts. He 
had a ſovereign balſam about him which 
he had owe eee : _ he was 

knowing in all the plants that g 
* fields, or in the foreſts. He 
ſtaunched the blood, applied his balm to 
their wounds, and brought them as it | 


r thei 
1 thei 
h the 


were, from death to life again. As foon | 
as he found them ſufficiently recovered, | | 
he began to enquire into the oceaſion of | 
the quarrel. Why, this man, cried the | 
'black knight, will have it that the ſhield 
yonder is ſilver. And he will have it, 
rephed the white knight, that it is gold 
and then told him all the ——_— | 
| ' 


er 
ich 
ide 
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the affair. Ah! ſays the Druid with x 
ſigh, you are both of you in the wrong! 


|; Had either of you given himſelf time to 
ll! have looked upon the oppoſite part of 
|} the ſhield, as well as that which firſt pre- 
ſented itſelf to his view, all this blood- 
ſhed might have been avoided. - Hows 
erer, there is a very good leſſon to be 
learned 


— 
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ined from the evil that has befallen 
du on this occaſion : Permit me there - 
re to entreat you by our gods ! and by 
is-goddeſs of Victory, in particular, 
ver to enter into any diſpute for the 
ure, till you have fairly conſidered 
ch fide of the queſtion. 1 


— =p * 


© STORY XIV. 


Nthe North of England lived Whang, 
by trade a miller. Nobody loved 
ney better than he, or more reſpected 
ole that had it. Whang, however, 
ith all his eagerneſs for riches, was, 
reality, poor, He had nothing but 
e profits of his mill to ſupport him; 
t, though theſe were ſmall, they were 
ain. While his mill ſtood and went, 
was ſure” of eating; and his ſru- 
=__ 


* 
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4 
— was ſuch, that he every i 
money by, which he would : 


intervals count, and contemplate wit 
much ſatisfaction. Yet ſtill his acquily 
tions were not equal to his deſires ; he 
only found himſelf above want, wheres 
he defired to be poſſeſſed of affuence. 
One day as he was indulging the! 
wiſhes, he was informed that a neigh 


| | to 


cHRISTMAS TALES. 225 

gur of his hand found a pan of money 
nder-ground, having dreamt ofit three 
ights running _ * tidings 
rere daggerstoth Whang - 
ES ſays he, tolling and moiling 

} ing till night for a few paltry 
ing, while neighbour 2 
oe quietly to bed, and dreams hi 
to thouſands before morning. Oh ! 


1 could dream like him, with what 
eaſure would 1 dig round the pan; 


ow ſlily would I carry it home: not 


Sz ; my wife ſhould ſee me: and then, 
de pleaſure there is inthruſting one's 


hand into a great heap of gold up to 
he elbow ! Such delle Aion only freed 
o make the miller unhappy ; he diſcon- 
inued his former aſſiduity, he was quite 
diſguſted with ſmall gains, and biscuf- 
omers began to forlake him. Exery 
day he repeated the wiſh, and every 

H 2 night 
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night laid himſelf down in order ti 
dream. Fortune, that was for a long 
time unkind, at laſt however ſeemed toi 
{mile upon his diſtreſſes, and ag, > 
him with the  wiſhed-for viſion. 

dreamed, that undera certain part of the 
Foundation of his mill there was 0 
cealed a prodigious nage pan of gold 
and diamonds, buried deep in the 
ground, and covered with a large flat 
He roſe up, thanked the ſtan 
that were at laſt pleaſed to take 23 ON 

his ſufferings, and concealed his good 
| Juck from every perſon, (as is uſual 
money dreams) in order to have the vt 

Gor repeated the two ſucceeding nights, | 
by which he ſhould be certain of its ve 
racity. His wiſhes in this alſo wert 
anſwered ; he {till dreamed of the ſame 

= of money in —_ 
ow 
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Now therefore, it was paſt a doubt 3 


fo getting up early the third morning, 
} oaks * with a mattock in his 
band, to the mill, and began to under- 
mine that part of the wall which the vi- 
fon directed. The firſt omen of ſucceſs 
hat he met with was a broken mug ; 


and, digging {till deeper, he turned up 
a houſe tile, quite new and entire; at 
2 H 3 laſt 
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nd one man's ſtrength 
to move it, , cried he, in rapture: 
ta himſelf, _ is! begin ſtone 
there ia room for a of 
diamonds indeed, I 3 MA. 
to my wife and tell her the whole affair 
and get her to aſſiſt me in turning it up. 
Away therefore he goes, and acquaints 
his wife with every circumſtance. Her 
raptures on this occaſion may eaſily be 
imagined ; ſhe flew round his neck, 
and embraced him in an agony of joy ; 
but thoſe tranſports, however, did not 
delay their eagerneſs to know the exact 
ſum ; returning therefore ſpeedily toge- 
ther to the place where Whang hadbeen 
digging, there they found not indeed 


the expected treaſure, but the mill their 


only ſupport undermined and fallen. 


STORY | 
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Srokr xv. 
2 the beſt and wileſt em⸗ 


peror that ever filled the throne, 
ter having gained three ſignal viftori 
7 over the Tartars, who had invaded” hi N 
Her W dominions, returned to Nankin in order 
be to enjoy the glory of his conqueſt. Af. 
ck, MF ter he had reſted for ſome days the peo- 
y ; le, who are naturally fond of proceſ- 
th wi aggare expected the oe" 
phal entry, which emperors upon ſuch 
= 2 were accuſtomed 5 make. 
Their murmurs came to the emperor's 
cars. He loved his people, and wag 
willing to do all in his power to ſatisfy 
their juſt defires. He therefore aſſured 
them, upon the next feaſt of the lan- 
thorns, to exhibit one of the moſt glori- 
8 H 2 ous | 
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ous 3 that had ever been ſeen in 


China. 2 were in raptures at 
his condeſcenſion, and on — 
day aſſembled at the gates of the palace 
with the moſt eager expectations. 
Here they waited for ſome time without 
Teeing any of thoſe preparations which 
uſually precede a pageant. The lan- 
thora with ten thouſand tapers was not 
ret brought foith, the fire-works which 
uſually covered the city walls were not 
. yetlighted ! the 1 45 once more began 
to murmur at this delay, when, in the 
midſt of their impatience, the palace 
gates flew open, and the emperor ap- 
eared, pot in ſplendour or magnifi- 
ence, but in an ordinary habit, fol- 
lone by the blind, the maimed, and 
e ſtrangers of the city, all in new 
gloathes, and each carrying in his hand 
money enough to ſupply his neceſſities 


for 


ey 
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for the year. The people were at firſt 
amazed, but ſoon perceived the wiſdom 
of their King, who taught them, that 
to-make one man happy was more truly 
great, than having ten thouſand. cap- 
tives groaning at the wheels of his cha- 


not. 
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STORY | XVI. 


A NOBLEMANofacertain neigh. 
bouring country having been 
treacherous to his prince, and findin 
himſelf obnoxious to the ſtroke of ful 
tice, his treaſons having been penetra- 
ted and amply detected, conſults with 
one of his ſervants how to avert puniſh- 
ment ; which he does, by SerflinWag 
him (the 2 7 8 himſelf the 
incipal, and the only conſpirator; and 
BA Lord in the ; moſt effectual 
manner from the leaſt imputation of the 
orime. To encourage him to this, the 
Nobleman tells him, that altho* he 
might be caſt and condemned, yet. he 
would not fail to procure him a pardon 
as alſo to allow him as a recompenſe - 
| this 
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this moſt ſignal ſervice a great of 
his eſtate. Upon this the Nob 's 
ſteward (for ſuch it ſeems he was) con- 
feſſes himſelf the ſole author and contri- 
rer of the aforeſaid treaſons, and abſo- 
lutely frees his Lord's reputation, for 
which ſentence of death was preſently 
awarded againſt him, and he remanded 
rde to priſon, where = Lord 3 
to him u nee of getting him to 
make ee diſcoveries, Vat in- 
deed, to tell him that he had procured 
his pardon, ſhewing him one that he had 


counterfeited for that 22 and 


which he took out of a box, and 
withal told him, that notwithſtanding 
the pardon he had procured, it was the 
King's pleaſure he ſhould be carried to 
the place of execution, _—_ ro ſave 
appearances, but chiefly for the greater 
terror and example of others, and after 
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baving made his ſpeech there, ſhould ken 
then receive his pardon, bidding him 
net to be daunted or troubled, at any 
thing that ſhould be done or ſaid to him, 
being matter of form and neceſſary ſo- 
lemn parade; and aſſured him withal, 
that when at the place of execution he 
ſhould ſee a perſon; on his left hand, 
holding up a black box, it ſhould be to 
him an * infallible ſign that his pardon 
was . ws 
Upon this the man was encouraged, 
and ſeemed not to be concerned at his 
— ſituation, but longed for the day 
of his ſuppoſed execution; which being 
now come, the man with the black box 
was very aſſiduous to appear in ſight as 
ſoon as he was come out of the- priſon, | 
and accompanied 1 4 at a diſtance till 
he came to the place of 3 
where the man with the black box 
ced himſelf on an eminence on * it 
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Hand of the priſoner, that he might be the 
more apparently conſpicious to him. 
The priſoner then addreſſes himſelf in a 
—— the people, which he little 

ought would have been his laſt, and 
again acquits his Lord, &c. ſtill having 
his eye upon the black box; but having 
drawn out his ſpezch to an unuſual 
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length, the ſheriff told him he could ſtay 
no longer ; to which the priſoner repli- 
ed, that there was a gentleman 
cloſe by with a black in his hand 
who was lately come from court, and 
who he was confident had got his par- 
don; upon which the leman with 
the black box was called for, who bei 
come, delivered his box to the ſheriff 
who took a paper out of it containing 
theſe words, upon e hereof, let the 
priſoner be immediately executed; which 
order was fo ſpeedily obeyed, that the 
priſoner had no time todiſcover the cheat 
that was put upon him, ſo he fell a ſa- 
crifice to his own folly, and died unpiti 
ed, becauſe unknown. 
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srokx XVII 


x7 HEN the great Scipio, the 

175 8 Roman General, was purſu: 

> ing his conqueſts in Spain, a noble and 

12 beautiful lady was made his captive. | 

ch He was in hip prime of life, was ſmit- | 
ten with the beauty, and acquainted her 


| 
> if with it ; but the received him with hor- | 
ror, declaring ſhe was pre-engaged to 


one of her own country. Scipio heard 
her with uneaſineſs, appeared irreſolute, | 
k 


but ſaid he would declare his mind at 
another interview. The time came, 
the General took his ſeat, the guards 
attended, and the lady and her lover 
threw themſelves at his feet, all in tears, 
under the greateſt apprehenſions and 

perplexity. Then Scipio, riſing, _ 


wi 


— 


— 


— 
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the lovers from the ground, dried their 
tears, and made them for ever happy in 
each other. This was a greater action 
than winning a battle. No man was 
great enough to conquer Scipio, but Sci- 
pio conquered himſelf, ; 


STORY 
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STORY XVII. 


ABUL, ſays the Zendaveſta, 
was born on the ruſhy banks of 
the river Mawra ; his poſſeſſions were 
great, and his luxuries kept j ace with 
he aMueace cf his fortune ; he hated 
the barmleſs Lramins, and deſpiſed theic 
oly religion; every day his table was 
decked out withthe floh of an hundred 
different animals, and his cooks had an 
undred different ways of dreiling it, to 
olicit even ſatiety: 

Notwithſtanding all his cating, he 
lid not arrive at old age; he died ofa 
urfeit, cauſed by intemperance 1 upon 
his his ſoul was carried off, in order to 
ake its trial before a ſelect aſſembly of 
he ſouls of thoſe animals, which his 
I gluttouy 


— — — — 
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gluttony had cauſed to be lain, and 
who were now appointed his judges, 

He trembled before a tribunal, to 
every member of which he had formerly | 
acted as an unmereiful tyrant 4 he ſought 
for pity, but found none diſpoſed to 
grant it. Does he not remember, cries | 
the angry boar, to what agonies I Was 
put, not to ſatisfy his hunger, but his 
vanity ? T was firſt hunted to death, and 
my fleſh ſcarce thought worthy ofcom: | 
ing once to his table. Were my advice 
followed, he ſhould do penance in the 
ſhape of an hog, which in life he molt WF w 
reſembled. led 

I am rather, cries a ſh upon the ch 
bench, for having him ſuffer under the ¶ uc 
appearance ofa lamb, we may then ſend WF hi 
him through fouror five tranſmigrations Wl on 
in the ſpace ofa month. Were my voice WW ma 
of any weight in tle aſſembly, * ch: 
cal, 
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calf, he ſhould rather aſſume ſuch a form 
as mine: I was bled every day, in or- 
der to make my fleſh white, and at laſt 
killed without mercy. Would it not be 
wiſer, eries a hen to cram him in the 
ſhape of a fowl, and then mother him 
in his own blood, as I was ſerved ? The 
majority of the aftembly were plead 
with this puniſhment, and were goi 
to condemn him without further delay, 
when the ox roſe up to give his opinion 3 
am informed, ſays this connſellor, that 
the priſoner at the bar, has left a wife 


Vith child behind him. By my know- 


ledge in divination, I foreſee that this 
child will be a fon, decrepid, feeble, 
hckly, a plague to himfelf, aud all about 
him. What ſay you then, my compani- 
ons, if we condemn the father to ani- 
mate the body of his own ſon ; and by 
this means er him feel in himſelf thole 

1 2 miſe- 
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miſeries,. his intemperance muſt others | 
wiſe have entailed upon his poſterity, | 
The whole court applauded the ingenui- | 
ty of his torture : they thanked him for 
his advice. Kabul was driven once 
more to re- viſit the earth; and his ſoul, | 
in the body of his own ſon, paſſed a pe- 
riod of thirty years, loaded with miſ 

anxiety, and diſeaſe. | 


— —„— 


STORY XVIII. 


NE a poor woman, encoura- 
ty ** fame of Cardi. } 
nal Farneſe's generoſity, came into the 
hall of the Cardinal with her only daugh- 
ter, a beautiful maid of ſeventeen years 
of age. When her turn . to be 
heard _ the crowd of petitioners, 


the C diſcerning themarks of an 
CX* 
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extraordinary modeſty in her face and 
Rage, as alſo in her daughter, encou- 
raged — to tell her wants freely. She 
bluſhed, and, not without tears, ad- 
dreſſed herſelf to him. My Lord, I 
owe for the rent of my houſe five crowns, 
and ſuch is my misfortune, I have not 
wherewithal to pay it. What I beg of 
your Eminence is, that you would pleaſe 
to interpoſe your ſacred authority, and 
protect me from the violence of a cruel 
man, till by our honeſt induſtry, we 
can procure the money for him. The 
Cardinal moved with admiration at the 
woman's virtue and innocent modeſty, 
bid her be of good courage. Then he 
immediately wrote a billet, and giving 

it into her hands, Go ſaid he to m 
ſteward with this paper, and he will 
deliver thee five crowns topay thy rent. 
The poor woman overjoyed, returning 
I 3 the 
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Cardinal athouſand thanks, went direct. 
ly to theſteward, and gave 41m the note, | 
which when he read, he told her out fif. | 
ty crowns. She aſtoniſhed at the mean | 
ing of it, and fearing this was only the 
fteward*s trick to try her honeſty refu- | 
fed to take above five, ſaying, She aſk- 
ed of the Cardinal no more, aiid ſhe was 
fare it was fome miſtake. On the other 
fide, the feward inſiſted on his maſter's 
order, not daring to cal! it in queſtion. 
But all the arguments he could uſe, 
were inſufficient to prevail on her to take 
any more than five crowns ; wherefore | 
to end the controverſy, he offered to go 
back with her to the Cardinal, and refer 
it to him. When they came before that 
magnificent Prince, and he was fully 
informed of the buſineſs, It is true, ſaid 
he, I miſtook in writing fifty crowns, | 
give me the paper and I will rectify it. 
| Thereupon | 


ler 


fer! 
id 


ON 2 
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Thereupon he wrote again, ſaying thus 
to the woman : So much candour and 
virtue deferve a recompeuce ; here, I 


have 0: de ed you ſive hundred crowns z 
what yon can ſpare of it lay up asa dow- 
ry to give your daughter in marriage. 


I 4 


— — — 
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| STORY XIX, 


ERDINA ND, from nature, 4 

had received a ſoul endued with P 
elevated thoughts, and generous notions, + 
Tie poſſeſſed a lively turn of mind, a by 
— — m 
ci 

d 

al 

1 

ſt 

a) 


ſtrong and quick imagination, with a 
cheerful temper. His whole perſon 
in one word, and elegant behaviour, 


won him every heart, 


However, 
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However, with ſo many amiable 
qualities, he had a certain great defect, 
extremely inconvenient to his friends, 
of giving way to every ſlight impreſ- 
ſion, and delivering up his ſoul to the 
emotions. any accidental circumſtance 
might raiſe within him. 

When he ſought amuſement in the 
cirele of his playmates, trifling contra- 
ditions ruffled his impatient difoofttion, 
and they ſaw the fire of rage inflame that 
er his N. e Mer 3 he 

ped upon the ground, cried ou 
and was beſide himſelf with paſſion. p 
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Once upon a time, as he was walking 
in his chamber to and fro, and medita- 
ting on the neceſſary preparations for a 
treat his father had permitted him to 
we his ſiſter, Marcellinus, his dear 
| co and favourite, intended to com- 
municate his notionson the ſubject. Bu- 
ried as he was in thought, he ſaw not 
Marcellinus. — ek therefore, 
having called out to him, but in vain, 
drew nearer, and began to pull him, by 
the ſleeve; but Ferdinand, diſturbed 
and out of patience with theſe interrup- 


| tions, unexpectedly turned round, with 
ſo much rudeneſs, that he ſent poor 
Marcellinus quite acroſs the apartment 


to fall down Srl the wainſcot. 


Marcellinus: 
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to 
ar 
N- 
u- 
It 
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Marcellinus, having dropped, lay ſtall 
without the appearance of life. To 
which I am to add, that as in fall ng, 
he {truck his head againſt the mould- 
ing of a book-caſe, he had got and, 
or Ferdinand then fancied, in the tem- 
ple, whence there came adeal of blood, 
Heavens ! 


— — ——— 
— —— — 
U — S—_——_—_— 
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Heavens ! reader, what a ſhocking 
proſpect was not this for Ferdinand; 
who never had intended any harm to 
Marcellinus ; and for whom he would 
have even loſt his life, if needful. 

Ferdinand fell down beſide him, la- 
mentably crying out, He's dead, he's 
dead! I've killed my friend! Inſtead of 
trying any means for his recovery, he 
remained ſtretched all along, and utter- 
ing diſmal fighings. Happily, his fa- 
ther heard him: he came running up, 
took Marcellinus inhis arms, and hay- 
ing laid him on a bed, called out for 

ts ; and threw cold water in his face, 
which brought him 70 a little. 

The return of Marcellinus to new life, 
tranſported Ferdinand with joy ; but 
as he might relapſe, it was not great 
enough to take away entirely his anxie- 


| T Aſur. 


ä » * > . oe TT 
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- A ſurgeon being ſent for, probed the 
wound. He found it was not in. the 
temple, but ſo very near it, that a hair's 
breadth difference in the diſtance would 
have made it dangerous indeed,. if not 
gone mortal : being carried home, he 

n became delirious, 


Ferdinand could no how be 
to leave Marcellinus. He took up his 
ſtation * pillow, and 


Was 


\ — — 
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was ſwallowed up in filence ; Marcel- 
linus frequently pronounced the name of 
Ferdinand, while his delirium laſted. 
My dear Ferdinand, would he begin, in 
what had I offended you, that I thould 
thus be treated? Yet, tis quite impoſſi- 
ble you ſhould be leſs afflicted than my- 
ſelf, for having wounded me, without 
the leaſt degree of provocation. Lex it 
not, however, grieve your generous na- 
ture. I forgive you, and do you fur- 
give me likewiſe, Ferdinand, for having 
put you, as I mult have done, into a 
paſſion. It was not my wiſhto vex you. 
This diſcourſe that Marcellinus thus 
addreſſed to Ferdinand, without obſerv- 
ing him, though preſent, and even hold- 
ing him continually by the hand, re- 
doubled his affliction. Every word pro- 
ceeding from the lips of Marcellinus, as 
it ſerved but to im the greatneſs 
of his friendſhip, was a poinard to the 
heart of Ferdinand. : 4 
t 
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At laſt, however, it pleaſed God, for 
Ferdinand's great conſolation, to af. 
ſuage the fever's violence. In ten days 
time the patient was enabled to get up. 


What tongue can repreſent the joy of 
Ferdinand ! It is not to be comprehend- 
ed certainly by any one, unleſs before- 
hand he has felt himſelf, the ſorrow 
Ferdinand experienced all the while he 
was a witneſs of his friends diſtreſsful 
ſituation, - Mar- 
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Marcellinus being at laſt thoroughly 
recovered, Ferdinand reſumed his form- 
er chearful humour, and not needing 
any other leſſon than the ſorrowful event 
that had ſo lately happened, laboured 
hard to overcome the vehemence of tem- 
per he had been a ſlave to. 

Marcellinus in a very little time had 
no memento of the accident remaining, 
but a trifling ſcar, as juſt now mention- 
ed, near the temples. Ferdinand could 
never ſee this ſcar without emotion, even 
when they both were come to years of 
manhood. It became, in ſhort, the ſeal 
of that much cloſer friendſhip they were 
ever afterward united in, to one ano: 
ther. | 
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STORY XX. I 


HILE I was in France with a 
travelling tu:or, 1 received a 
(ter, which acquainted me that my 


father, who had been long declining, 
Was dead, and that it was neceſſary 1 
hould immediately _ to England, 


to 
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to take poſſeſſion of his eſtate, whict; 
was not inconfiderable, though there 
were mortgages upon it to near half its 

value. 2 
When I arrived, I found a letter 
which the old gentleman had written, 
and directed to me with his own hand. 
It contained fome general rules for my 
conduct, and ſome animadverſions upon 
his own : He took notice of the incum; 
brance under which he left the paternal 
inheritance, which had deſcended thro 
many generations, and expreſſed the 
moſt earneſt defire hat it might be tranſ- 
mitted entire to poſterity : With this 
view, he ſaid, he had negociated a 
marriage between the only daughter of 
lis o d friend, Sir George Homeſtead 
of the north, an amiable young lady, 
whoſe alliance would be an honow to 
my family, and whoſe fortune would be 
much more than redeem my eftate. - 
a e 
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He hadgiven the Knighta faithful ac- 

count cf his affairs, who after having 
taken ſome time to conſider of the pro- 
poſal, and conſult his friends, had con- 
ſented to the match upon condition, that 
his daughter and I ſhould be agreeable 
to each dther, and my behaviour ſhould 
confirm the character that had been given 
of me. My father added. that he hoped 
to have lived t ill this alliance had taken 
place; but, as Providence had otherwiſe 
determined, he intreated, as his laſt re- 
queſt, that as ſoon as my affairs ſhould 
be ſettled, and decency would permit, 
L would make Sir George a viht, and 
=. 28s nothing to accompliſh his pur- 
poſe, 

I was touched with the zeal and ten- 
erneſs of paternal affection, which was 
hen directing me to happineſs, after the 
ieart had ceaſed to beat, and the hand 
hat expreſſed it was mouldering into 
Juſt. I had alſo ſeen the lady, not in- 

K 3 deed 


r 
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deed ſince we were children: I remem. @ © 
bered her perſon was agreeable, and her n 
temper ſweet ; I did not, therefore, he. 

ſitate a moment, whethermy father's in. g 
junction ſhould be obeyed. I proceeded b 


to ſettle his affairs ; I took an account of 
his debts and credit, viſited the tenants, 
recovered my uſual gaiety, and, at the 
end of about nine months, ſet out for 
Sir George's ſeat in the north, having 
before opened an epiſtolary 'correſpon- 
dence, and preſſed myimpatience to pol- 
ſeſs the happineſs my father had ſo kind- 
ly ſecured, | 

I was better pleaſed to bewell-mounted 
than tololl in a chariot, orto be jumbled 
in a poſt-chaiſe ; and knew that Sir 
George was an old ſportſman, a. plain 
hearty blade, who would like me bett 
in a plain pan of buckſkin breeches, on 
the back of a good hunter, than in 
trimmed ſuit and a gaudy equipage ; 
therefore ſet out on horſeback, with on! 


00 
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one ſervant, and reached Stilton the firſt 
night. a | 

In the morning, as I was mounting, a 
gentleman, who had juſt got on horſe- 
back before me, ordered his ſervant to 


akeſomeenquiresabout theroad, which 
happened to over-hear, and told him, 
ith great familiarity, I was going the 
ame way and, if he pleaſed, we would 
K 3 travel. 


* _— ——— 
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travel together: To this he conſenteg, 
with as much frankneſs and as little ce- 
remony, and I ſet forward greatly de- 
lighted that chance had afforded me a 
companion. 

We immediately entered into conver- 
ſation, and I ſoon found that he as well 
as myſelf had been abroad: We extolled 
the roads and the policy of France, the 

cities, the pes and the villas; en- 
tered into a critical examinatian of the 
molt celebrated ay in England, the 
* ities of the building and ſitua- 
tion, croſs-ways, market-towns, the 
impoſition of 232 and the ſports 
of the field; topics by which we mutu- 
commeaded 2 to eachother, 

as we had both opportunities to diſcover 


—— — 


— 


equat knowledge, and to display truth a 
with fuch cvideace as prevented diveriity ¶ v 
of opinion. | he 


, After 
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After we had rode about two hours 
we overtook another geutleman, whom 
we accoſted with the lame tamiliarity 


that we had uicd to each other ; we aſks 


ed him how far he was going, and which 
way, at what rate he travelled, where 

e Put up, and many other queſtions o. 
the ſame kind. The gentleman, who 
appeared to be near fifty, received cur 


K 3 addreſs 
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addreſs with great coolneſs, returned 
ſhort and indirect anſwers to our enqui- 
ries, and often looking with great atten- 
tion on us both, ſometimes put forward 
tat he might get before, us, and ſome- 
times nk a his horſe that he might 
remain behind ; but we were reſolved to 
diſappoint him; and finding that his re. 
ſerve increaſed, and he was viſibly diſ- 
pleaſed, we winked at each other, and 
determined the old Put ſhould afford us 
ſome ſport, After we had rode toge- 
ther upon very ill terms for more than 
half an hour, my companion, with an 
air of ceremonious gravity, aſked him, 
If he knew any houſe upon the road 
where he could be accommodated with a 


wench. The gentleman, who was, I | 


b-lieve, af. aid of giving us a pretence to 
quarrel, did not reſent this inſult any 
otherwiſe than by making no reply. 1 


then began to talk to my companion as 
if 


a a S050 an ö a. .oaz == oc ca. ..oi. ai 
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if we had been old acquaintances, re- 
minding him, that the gentleman ex- 
tremely reſembled a perſon from whom 
we had taken a girl he was carrying toa 
bagnio, and, indeed, that his preſent 
reſerve made me ſuſpe& him to be the 
ſame ; but that, as we were willing to 
aſk his pardon, we hoped it would be 
forgot, and we ſhould ftill have the 
pleaſure of dining together at the next 
inn. The gentleman was ſtill filent ; 
but, as his perplexity and reſentment 
viſibly increaſed, he proportionably in» 
creaſed our entertainment, which did 
not however, laſt long, for he ſuddenly 
turned down a lane, upon which we ſet 
up a horſe-laugh, that continued till he 
was out of hearing ; and then purſuing 
our journey, we talked of the adventure, 
which afforded us converſation and mer- 
riment for the reſt of the day. 


The 
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The next morning we parted, and in 
the evening I arrived at Home- ſtead- 
Hall. The old Knight received me with 
great aſſection, and immediate ly intro- 
duced me to his daughter, whom 1 now 
thought the fineſt woman I had ever ſeen. 
I could eaſily diſcover, that I was not 
welcome to her mercly upon her fa- 
ther's recommendation, and I enjoy- 
ed by anticipation, the felicity which I 
conſidered as within my graſp. But the 
pleaſing ſcene in w hich I had fuile: ed 
my imazinations to wander, ſuldei. y 
diſappeared, as by the power of enchanc- 
ment ; without any viſible raotive the be- 
haviour of the whole family was chang- 
ed, my aſſiduities to the lady were re- 
preſſed, ſhe was never to be found alone, 
the Knight treated me with cold civility, 
J was no longer a party in their vitits, 
nor was J willingly attended even by the 
ſervants. I made many attempts to 4if- 
cover the cauſe of tbsi misfortune, but 
without 


„% „ 
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without ſucceſs ;and one morning, when 
I had drawn Sir George into the garden 
by himſelf, and was about to urge him 
upon the ſubject, he prevented me by ſay- 


ing that his promiſe to my father, for 
whom he had the higheſt regard, as I well 
knew, was conditional; that he had al- 
ways reſolved to leave his daughter a free 
choice, and that ſhe had requeſted him 


to 
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to acquaint me, that her affections were 
otherwiſe engaged, and to intreat that I 
ſhould therefore diſcontinuemy addreſſes. 
My ſurprize and concern at this declara- 
tion was ſuch as left me no power to re- 
ply ; and I ſaw Sir George turn from 
me, and go into the houſe, without 
making any attempt to ſtop him, or to 
obtain a further explanation, Afﬀter- 
wards, indeed, I frequently expoſtulat- 
ed, entreated, and complained; but per- 
ceiving that all was ineffectual, I took 


| my leave, and determined that I would 


i till ſolicit by letter; for the lady had 
i taken ſuch poſſeſſion of my heart, that l 


would joyfully have married her, though 


I had been ſure that her father wouldim- 
mediately have left all his fortune to a 
ſtranger. | 
I meditatcd on my epiſtolary project 
all the wayto London, and before I had 
| been three days in town I wrote a long 
letter to Sir — in which I con- 
jured 
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jured him, in the ſtrongeſt terms, to ac- 
count for the change in his behaviour ; 
and infiſted that onthis occaſion, to con- 
ceal the truth was in the higheſt degree 
diſhonourable to himſelf, and injurious 
to me. 

Io this letter, after about ten days, I 
received the following anſwer: 


SIR, 


I is with great reluctance that Lreveal 
the motives of my conduct; becauſe 


they are much to your diſadvantage. 
The incloſed is a letter which I received 
from a worthy ee in this county, 


and contains a full anſwer to your enqui- 
ries, which I had rather you ſhould re- 
ceive in any hand than in mine. 
I am your humble Servant, 
Gro. HomesTEAD 
I immediately opened thepaper inclo- 
ſed, in which, with the utmoſt impati- 
ence, I read as follows : 
| SIR, 
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SAW a perſon with your family ye- 
ſterday at the races, to whom as I was 
ſoon after informed, you intepd to give 
your daughter. Upon this octahon, it is 
my indiſpenſible duty to acquaint you, 
that if his character is to be determined 
by his company, he will inevitably entail 
diſeaſes and beggary upon his poſterity, 
whatever be the merit of his wife, or the 
affluence of his fortune, He overtook 
meon the road from Londona few weeks 
ago, in company with a wretch, who, by 
their diſcourſe, appeared to be his oldand 
familiar acquaintance, and whom I well 
remember to have been brought before 
my friend Juftice Worthy, when I was 
accidentally at his houſe, as the keeper 
of a brothel in Covent-Garden. He has 
ſince won a conſiderable ſum with falſe 
dice at the maſquerade, for which he was 
oblige to leave the kingdom, and is ſtill 
liable to a proſecution, Be aſſured that I 
have 


* 
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have perfect knowledge of both; forſome 
incidents, whichare not neceſſary to men- 
tion, kept me near them ſo long on the 
road that it is impoſſible I ſhould be miſ- 
taken. ü 

I am, Sir, yours. &c. 
James TrRUEMAN. 


The moment I had read thisletter the 
riddle was ſolved. I knew Mr. Trueman 
to be the gentleman whom I had concur- 
red with a ſtranger, picked up by acei- 


dent, to inſult, without provocation, 
on the road. I was in a moment covered 
with confuſion ; and tho? I was alone, 
could not help hiding my face with my 
hands. I abhorred my folly, which ap- 
pearedyet more enormous every timeit 
was reviewed. 

I courted the ſociety of a ſtranger, 
and a ſtranger I perſecuted with inſult: 
thus affociated with infamy, and thus 
my aſſociate became known, I hoped 

| | however, 


- 


—— —— 
— — — 
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| | , however, to convince Sir George, that 
I had no knowledge of the — whoſe 
infamy J had ſhared, except that which 
I had acquired from the letter of his 
friend. But before I had taken proper 
meaſures for my juſtification, I had the 
mortification to hear, that the lady was 
married to a neighbouring gentleman, 
who had long made his addreſſes, and 
whom Sir George had before rejected 11 
the ardour of his friendſhip for my fa- 
ther. 


| How narrow is the path of rectitude, 
and how much may be loſt by the ſlight- 
eſt deviation ! | 


